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Dedication

To Akalpurkh (Almighty) who has always come to my rescue in my difficulties

338 How U |
Bhairao, Mehla 5

8 29 &3 Uy |l

eaek ttaek eaeko aadhaar |

The One and only Waheguru is my support and protection.

s fag 7& fRonsaw 131

sabh kish jaanai sirajanehaar |3|
The great Creator knows everything. | |3] |

frr Gufs mefs a9 aE33 |
jis oopar nadhar karae Kkarathaar |
The persons who are blessed by the Creator’s grace

fsp 76 & Afg aw A=fa |

this jan kae sabh kaaj savaar |
all their affairs are resolved and diiriculties eliminated

fsg & I 8a AfE |1l

this kaa raakhaa eaeko soe |
Waheguru is always their protector.

76 363 Mufs & Aa afe ususnazi

jan naanak aparr n saakai koe |4|4]|17|
No one can ever equal Waheguru
He is the greatest of the great | |4||4]||17] |
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Introduction

This is the first book of its kind in English. I hope readers like my approach
of bringing to them the text of Sikh Gurus’ letters in English. The original plates
of letters are those which were used by both Late Dr. Ganda Singh in his book
‘Hukamnamas' published in 1967, and Shamsher Singh ‘Ashok’ in his book
‘Nishan and Hukamnamae’ also published in 1967. These epistles have been
collected after a great deal of research. How many more epistles are still lying
undiscovered, is anyone's guess?

The recent recovery of a number of ‘pothis’ and documents from wvarious
households is a proof that a large number of original manuscripts are still lying
untraced, and the people and households who have them are reluctant to part
with them

From the letters, found so far, it is clear that in the Guru period there was
a tradition of addressing letters to a large number of recipients. Until Guru
Tegh Bahadur’'s period almost all letters are not dated, but most of the Guru
Gobind Singh Ji's letters have a date. Again, most of Guru Gobind Singh Ji's
letter are written both by the Guru and by a scribe (calligrapher). Guru letters
are also written in many directions e.g., top to bottom, right to left, side wise
and in left and right corners of the letter paper. All letters start with a short
invocation.

The letters are very valuable assets of the Sikh heritage and history. We are
proud to say that Sikh religion is the only religion in the world, where we have
in our treasure, letters written by our prophets. These are holy documents and
very useful for the research students.

I pray to Waheguru to give me strength and health that I should go on
writing for the Sikh cause until my last breath.

I thank my secretary Poonam Kapoor for her help and encouragement to
bring out this book. I am also thankful to Gurvinder Padam for typing the
manuscript.

23 January 2012 Dr. Sukhbir Singh Kapoor
London



Some Difficult Words and their Meanings

Panjabi word

Meaning in Panjabi

Meaning in English

UAdg H&HT Revenue officer

HAHST Hfsal, mus@s To own

fafars my Difficulty

H™d HY[ Month of Magh

EEerl| Hor, aFr 3 Ifgs One who has cut his hair
g sfeed HAg3 3 U &31 Strong and flexible cane
3IUA 2c1 3y Small cannon

farg <A Festival of Vasaikhi
He3 HHE Masands

HI@HS JHUSTHI Protection

AT g<l 3u famst Small and fast boat
aHST ST B Large bag

a3 Hed Hand woven cloth
feaH e Unity

feas fHey Meeting, being together
TRET &argt Village

HHEE HAET € 3dgT9 Supporters of masands




NISHAN OF
GURU ARJAN

TWO SIGNET
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Nishan Guru Arjan — The Mool Mantra (Basic doctrine)
[from the Kartarpuri Bir |



T JFETTTy
737G 5 7RG
F2 757 A2573/5937 3

(= 7. €. iy 3° gee= Aia3)
7 wife dw 9 §93 (gmes) o8l His few |

Nishan Guru Arjan

The Mool Mantra & A sloak from raga Jaitsiri

From Adi Granth at Sabot {Gujarat)

The above sloak is from raga Jaitsiri, page 704.
This is the third sloak in Guru Arjan’s Chhants in the raga.
It reads as foliows:

3 ¥ 38 foopfentt my fafu 7d ofal
94 54 U5 Huie! o f68d Al

O my mind contemplates on Waheguru, who is the ultimate controller of our destinies.

Collect the real wealth of Waheguru's Name, which shall go with you in the next life.



THE MOOL MANTAR (Basic Doctrine)

All signets (except one) are ‘Mool Mantar’ (basic doctrine) in one form or the
other. Here under is given a full translation of the basic doctrine which then

should be, read along with all signets.

O God you are the sole Master of the Universe. You lived in all ages and
times. You are the source of all Cosmic Energy. You are the Creator and
manifest in your Creation. You are the Sovereign and all powerful (you have
no fear). You are Benevolent and Merciful (You have no enmity). You are
Eternal and Immortal (You yourself are beyond death). You are the Cause of
births and deaths and you yourself are not entangled in them (You are not
born). You are Self llluminated and Self Revealing. It is Your Grace which gives
us health, wealth and prosperity. So be it.

pg. 4




Word Meaning

The syllables

The meaning

Ikongkar is made up of three syllables:

IK + Ong + Kar

Ik = God is one, the whole universe has one God

Ong = One who has no parallel. Who is the Saviour
of the universe.

Kar = He is the sole Designer of the universe and
has been there is all eras. He was there before the
start of time, he was there when the time had
started, he is there now and he will always be
there in all the times to come.

Satnam is made up of two syllables

Sat + Nam

Sat = Truth, unchangeable, permanent
Nam = Cosmological Energy, power
He is the Truth and source of power of the

whole cosmology.

Kartapurkh is made up of two syliables

Karta + Purkh

Karta = the Creator
Purkh = Omnipresent

He is the only Creator and is Omnipresent

Nirbhau is made up of two syllables

Nir + Bhau

Nir = devoid of
Bhau = fear

He is devoid of all fears viz., the fears of death,
destruction, loss of power, loss of status, loss of
treasures, loss of kith and kin etc.

Nirver is made up of two syllables

Nir + ver

Nir = devoid of
Ver = enmity

He is devoid of enmity. He looks after good and
bad alike. He supplies provisions to the whole
creation even to a tiny insect which lives in stones.

Aakaal is made up of two syllables

Aa + Kaal

Aa = Beyond, not
Kaal = death

He is beyond death. He is immortal and has lived in
all ages and time periods.

pg. 5




Aajuni is made up of two syllables

Aa + juni

Az = Beyond, not
Juni = birth, lives

He is beyond births. He is not born/made of
procreation processes

Sebhang is made up of two syllables
Se + bhang

Se = self
Bhang = illuminated

He himself started the pendulum of the time. He is
self llluminated.

Gurparsad is made up of two syllables

Gur + Parsad

Gur = God himself
Parsad = Grace

All our possess are with His blessings and Grace.
(To invoke His blessing we must pray, meditate and
do noble deeds)




Note:

This is the only writing of Guru Arjan Dev which can be found. It is a kind of a
seal or mark by the Guru to authenticate this volume of Granth Sahib, then
known as ‘Pothi Sahib’ or the Adi Granth.

First Nishan is in the Kartarpuri Bir (First Original Bir Compiled by Guru Arjan
and completed in 1604), and, the second Nishan is in a handwritten Bir
preserved at Bahot (Gujrat) (In GB Singh’s collection).

The comparisons of the two Nishans reveal the following:

1. Inthe second nishan word 8 is missing

2. Inthe second Nishan there is a sloak of Guru Arjan, in
addition to the Mool Mantra

3. The writing styles of many letters are not identical e.g. H, H,
a& *?*FB—!



BRIEF PROFILE OF THE GURU

.Born 1563

.Became Guru in 1581 (age 18 years)

.Left for heavenly abode 1606 (age 43 years, at Lahore)
.Hymns in Guru Granth Sahib : 2218

.Important related Gurudwaras: 12

.Youngest son of Guru Ramdas

.Born in Goindwal

.Lived first in Goindwal and then at Amritsar
.Married, 1 wife

.Children: 1 son

.Started compilation of Guru Granth Sahib in 1601
.Visited Baba Mohan for the collection of Mohan Pothis in 1603

.Completion and installation of Guru Granth Sahib at Harimandir in 1604



NISHAN OF

GURU TEGH BAHADUR

SEVEN SIGNETS
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Nishan Guru Hargobind — The Mool Matra
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Nishan Guru Hargobind — The Mool Mantra
{from a Bix in the SiKh Museum, Amritsar]
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Nishan Gura Hargobind — The Mool Mantra
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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE GURU

e Born 1595

s Became Guru in 1606 (age 11 years)

e Left for heavenly abode 1644 (age 49 years, at Kiratpur)

e Hymns in Guru Granth Sahib (none)

¢ Important related Gurudwaras: 16

e Only son of Guru Arjan

e Born in Wadali, Chherta Sahib

e Lived first in Amritsar and then at Kiratpur

e Married, 3 wives

e Children: 5 sons and 2 daughters

¢ Imprisoned and kept in the fort of Gwalior, by the order of Jehangir, from1612-1616
e Fought 5 battles with Mughal forces under the reign of Shah Jehal (1621-1635)
e |nitiated the concept of Miri and Piri

e |nitiated the tradition of early morning choirs ‘Prabhat pheris’

e Constructed Akal Takhat (first called as Akal Bunga) 1606-1608

First Nishan is in the Kartarpuri Bir (First original Bir complied by Guru Arjan and
completed in 1604), and,

The second Nishan is in a handwritten Bir preserved in Sikh museum Amritsar (In GB
Singh'’s collection)

The third Nishan is in a Bir referred as ‘Bir of Painda Sahib- Rawalpindi’ (In GB Singh’s
collection)

A comparison of the Nishans reveals that the three Nishan are of the same writer.
The location of the Nishans, found so far, is as follows:

1. Kartarpuri Bir (at Kartarpur)

2. An old Bir at the Sikh Musuem Amritsar, page 280

3. The Painda Sahib vali Bir (GB Singh’s collection)

pg. 13



NISHANS OF

GURU HARRAI

FOUR SIGNETS
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Nishan Guru Harrui- The Mool Mantra
[From the Bir compiled in 1659, and preseverved in Gurudwara Ranirai, Defira Dun)
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Nishan Guru Harrai- The Mool Mantra
[From the Bir compiled in 1659, and preseverved in Gurudwara Ramrai, Dehra Dun)
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Nishan Guru Harrai— The Mool Mantra
[From the Bir Bhai Painda Sahib (Rawalpindi)]
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Nishian Guru Harvai— The Mool Mantra
{From the Bir Bfiai Painda Sakib (Rawalpindi)]
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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE GURU
e Born 1630

e Became Guru in 1644 (age 14 years)

e Left for heavenly abode 1663 (age 31 years, at Kiratpur)

e Hymns in Guru Granth Sahib: (none)

e Important related Gurudwaras: 16

e Youngest grandson of Guru Hargobind

e Born in Kiratpur

e Lived first in Kiratpur, then Nahan and then Kiratpur

e Married

e Children: 2 sons

¢ Organised free clinics for the poor people and animals and birds

First Nishan is in a handwritten Bir Compiled in 1659 and preserved in Gurudwara
Ramrai in Dehra Dun (In GB Singh’s collection) and,

The second Nishan is also in the same handwritten Bir compiled in 1659 and
preserved in Gurudwara Ramrai in Dehra Dun (in GB Singh’s collection).

(This Bir is supposed to be the Bir which Ramrai took with him when he went to the
court of Aurangzeb, in 1661. Ram Rai was then only 15 years old)

The third Nishan is in a Bir referred as ‘Bir of Painda Sahib-Rawalpindi’ {In GB Singh’s
collection)

Comparisons of the Nishans reveal that the three Nishan are of the same writer.

The locations of the Nishans, found so far, is as follows:

1. Bir preserved in Gurudwara Ram Rai, Dehra Dun, two Nishans
2. The Painda Sahib Vali Bir (GB Singh’s collection) two Nishans
Observations:

1. In the first Signet there are hardly use of symbol vowels.

2. In the second signet the words ‘Sat Gurprasad’ have been used instead of
‘Gurprasad’.

pg. 19



NISHAN OF
GURU HARKRISHAN

ONE SIGNET
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Nishan Guru Harkpishen — Sri Satgur Nirankgr
[From a Bir at Takhat Patna Sahib]
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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE GURU

.Born 1656

.Become Guru in 1661 (age 5 years)

Left for heavenly abode 1664 (age 8 years, in Delhi)
‘Hymns in Guru Granth Sahib (none)

Important related Gurudwaras: 4

-Youngest grandson of Guru Harrai

.Born in Kiratpur

Lived first in Kiratpur, then Delhi

Nishan is in a handwritten Bir preserved in Gurudwara Takhat Patna Sahib.

The location of the Nishan, found so far, is Takhat Patna Sahib

Observations:

While other Gurus have used Mool-mantar as their Nishans, Guru Harkrishan
has used the following lines as his Nishan:

Sri Satgur Nirankar

pg. 22



This signet can be viewed in a handwritten volume of the Ad Granth preserved
at Takhat Patna Sahib. It was written by the eighth Guru, Guru Harkrishen.

Sri Satguru, Nirankar

In the name of God who is true Teacher and is formless.

Note: The date of this writing is not known.

pg. 23



NISHAN OF

GURU TEGH BAHADUR

SEVEN SIGNETS



maveE N2l Rals vez € yoed gz 5

#3683 fu woe
w3 AEY W5 R
wee (i) 555 3 o
gygeea € a-
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| bow down, and fall to th&ll'ﬂ“ndin humble adoration, countless times, to all
{ powerful Master, who is Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient.

God piease protect me, and save me from wavering. Reach out and give me Your
Hand. 11

from an old Bir preserved at

Gurdwara Maini Sangat Patna

Hymn: Guru Arjan, raga Gauri page 256

| Please check it is not Mool Matar or its shorter version]

-
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from an old Bir, dated 1714,

preserved at Gurdwara Maini Sangat Patna
Hymn: Full Mool mantar
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from an oid Bir, dated 1781,

preserved at Gurdwara Tham Sahib Patna
[please see the words ‘Gurn Sat’ at the top,
followed by Mool mantar |
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from an old Bir, dated 1799 Bikrami (1742 A.D.),
preserved at Guru Nanak Ashram Arhora
[please see the words “Gurn Sat’ at the top,
Followed by Mool Mantar]
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from an old Bir of Banoania
bymn: Full Mool mantar



3R U3E
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from an old Bir, dated 1728 Bikrami (1671 AD),
preserved at Sikh reference library Amritsar.

The library was burnt in Operation Blue star in 1984
[piease see the words ‘Guru Sat’ at the top,
Followed by Mool Mantar]
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From an old Bir, dated 1739 Bikrami (1684 A.D).)
Preserved at Chhota Mirzapur, (U.P.)
byman: Full Mool mantar



BRIEF PROFILE OF THE GURU

¢ Born 1629

e Became Guru in 1664 (age 43 years)

e Left for heavenly abode 1675 (age 54 years)
e Hymns in Guru Granth Sahib: 15

e [mportant related Gurudwaras: 16

¢ Youngest son of Guru Hargobind

e Born in Amritsar

e Lived in Amritsar and then moved Kiratpur in 1635
e Married, 1 wife

e Children: 1 son

e In 1666 founded the city of Anandpur

e Was arrested in 1675 and was kept under house arrest for 4 months by Aurangzeb.
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Ek Ongkar
Satguru
From the old Bir of Gurudwara Maini Sangat Patna (Bihar)
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Nishan Guru Gobind :
Ek Ongkar
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Nishan Guru Gobind
Satnam Kartapurakh
From a handwritten Gudka {Small prayer book) located Ahirora - Uttar Pradesh)
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Nishan Guru Gobind
Ek Ongkar

Satguru Prasad
From an old handwritten Bir of Adi Granth



LA

(8 g e Biu A1)

g b 3w 9 fors oue € dis W

Ek Ongkar

Gurusat

Satnam Kartapurakh

From a Bir dated 1743 In Gurudwara Yahia Gang
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Nishan Guru Gobind
Ek Ongkar

Satguru Satguru Gurusat
From 2 handwritten Bir Dated 1764 Bikrami [ 1707 A.D.)
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Nishan Guru Gobind

£k Ongkar

Satguru

Satnam Kartapurakh

From a Bir in Kabul dated 1720 Bikrami

o
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Nishan Guru Gobind

Ek Ongkar

Satguru

Satnam Kartapurakh

From a Bir in a Gurudwara of Sewa Panthian {Patiala dated 1741 Bikrami)
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Nishan Guru Gobind

Ek Ongkar

Satnam Kartaa

Purakh Nirbau Nirvair Akal

Murat Ajuni Saibhang

Gur Parsad

From a Bir in Rawalpindi, Daramsala Bhai Painda Sahib
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Nishan Guru Gobind

Ek Ongkar

Satguru Prasad

Satnam Kartaa Purakh Nirbau Nirvair

Akal Murat Ajuni Saibhang Gur Parsad

From & Bir in Chota Mirzapur (Uttar Pradesh dated 1739)
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Nishan Guru Gobind

Ek Ongkar Satgury

Satnam Kartaa Purakh
Nirbau Nirvair Akal

Murat Ajuni Saibhang

Gur Parsad

From an oid handwritten Bir
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Nishan Guru Gobind

Ek Ongkar

Satnam Kartaa Purakh

Nirbau Nirvair Akal

Murat Ajuni Saib

Gur Parsad

From an old handwritten Bir at Gurudwara Maini Sangat Patna - Blhar

pg. 46



BRIEF PROFILE OF THE GURU

e Born 1666

e Became Guru in 1675 (age 9 years)

e Left for heavenly abode 1708 (age 42 years)

e Hymns in Guru Granth Sahib: (not confirmed)

e Important related Gurudwaras: 64

e Only son of Guru Tegh Bahadur

e Born at Patna

e Lived first in Patna and then moved to Anandpur in 1670
e Married, 3 wives

e Children: 4 sons

e |nitiated the birth of Khalsa at Takhat Kesgargh, Anandpur in 1699

e Compilation of second version of Guru Granth Sahib at Damdama Sahib.
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OVERVIEW OF EPISTLES
GURU HARGOBIND

LETTER
NO.

DATED/

UNDATED

DESTINATION NAMES OF THE DEMAND OF

SANGAT ADDRESSEES GOODS/MONEY

FESTIVAL

X

Benaras Bhai Dayala Pigeons
4 pair
Nightingale

Rs. 22, Rs. 15

Alamganj Many + 54 Birds for zoo
Pair of nightingale
Pair of pigeons
Rs.22, Rs. 15
Provision for Kitchen:-
Cardamom

Fenugreek

Eastern Region Many +5 Pigeons
30 stiched suits

A hundi of Rs. 700
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LETTER 1
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From the collection of at Harimandir Sahib Patna

letter1
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Guru Hargobind
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LETTER 1
GURU HARGOBIND

Utter the word Kartar (God). God will protect your honour.
Recite the word Guru, It will improve your living.

The Guru will fulfil the desires of the Sangat (the Sikhs of that specific area), the sangat will
get their desired livelihood. Live in Humility. Do not touch meat and fish.

| have received the letter of the sangat and have learnt about their well-being.
The desire of the sangat will be fulfilled.
It is the directive of the Guru that the sangat must live in unity.

Help Jap and Gurdas and give them work to earn livelihood. Guu will bless the sangat, the
sangat will become prosperous. The sangat must remain united.

Guru will grant happiness to the sangat. You all are my sons.
All must live in accord.
The instructions and demands which | had written in the previous letter must be met.

Buy and send me ten measures of both cardamom and fenugreek, and a large bag of hand-
woven cloth.

From wherever you can find, collect a pair of the young ones of a nightingale, nurse them
and when they start chirping (singing), and then send them to me in a cage.

Send me also a pair of kuku pigeons of Patna. Try and find the best pair.
Bhai Dayala, the Guru will bless you. | have received your donations.
May Guru give you more. | have received sums of Rs. 22 and Rs. 15
May Guru give you more. May your house be blessed.
Observations:
1. The directives issued in this letter are:

a) To live with humility, peace and unity

b) To refrain from eating meat and fish and

¢) To recite the name of God
2. The offerings asked for in this letter are:

a) A pair of pigeons and nightingale (for Guru’s zoo)

b) Measures of cardamom and Fenugreek (for the langar)

pg. 53



pg. >4



Hukamnama
Guru Hargobind
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From the collection of Harimandir Szhib Patna
Letter 2



Hukamnama 2b
Guru Hargohind
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This Hukamnama has been numbered 2b for it seems to be
a continuation of Hukamnama 2. Looking carefully at the
subject matter of the two Hukamnamas it becomes obvious
that 2b Is a part of Hukamnama 2,
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Hukamnama (3)

Guru Hargobind
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LETTER 3

(This letter was written by Guru Hargobind Ji to the Sikhs of Alamganj-Patna, Bihar; Bina and
Manger-Bihar)

Ek Oankar, Guru Sat
(In the name of One Eternal God who is the Truth)

The daughter of Lal Das will come, give her due respect and serve her well.

Bhai Jap, Bhai Gurdas, Bhai Lal, Bhai Sangtea,

Bhai Ananta, Bhai Samdas, Bhai Natha, Bhai Banwali,

Bhai Nana, Bhai Gajbhan, Bhai Seth Jaita, Bhai Mathrae Anatae,
Bhai Harram, Bhai Kewal Ram, Bhai Ramrao, Bhai Dergae Keah,
Bhai Manoharae, Bhai Pakhreae, BGhai Jagjeewan, Bhai Ramrai,
Bhai Gopi, Bhai Kirpalae, Bhai Banarasea Kalanae

Bhai Gangae. Jagjeewan Bhai Balae Suker Jairam.

Hirdae Ram, Dedae Bihari Deyalae Bal Jag Das,

Mahaesae Chetu Kalaynae Uttam Deyal Chadha Uttam Har,
Duarae Dwarka Das, Mohan Das, Nihal Gopi, Sundar

Sangteae, Jap, Sundar Gurdas Bas, Kishen, Dharma

Prithi Mal, Dargay Mal, Hardas, Firandae, (Rau)

Hardas, Sai Ditta, all Sikhs of Patna, Alamganj, and Serpur.

Written by Guru Hargobind

Utter the word Kartar (God). God will protect your honour.

Recite the word Gury, it will improve your living.

The Guru will fulfil the desires of the Sangat (the Sikhs of that specific area),

The sangat will get their desired livelihood. Live in humility. Do not touch mutton and fish.
| have received the letter of the sangat and have learnt about their well being.

The desire of the sangat will be fulfilled.

It is the directive of the Guru that the sangat must live in unity.

Help Jap and Gurdas and give them work to earn livelihood. Guru will bless the sangat, the sangat
will become prosperous. The sangat must remain united.

Guru will grant happiness to the sangat. You all are my sons. All must live in accord.
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The instructions and demands which | had written in the previous letter must be met.

Buy and send me ten measures of both cardamom and fenugreek, and a large bag of hand-woven

cloth.

From wherever you can find, collect a pair of the young ones of a nightingale, nurse them and when

they start chirping (singing), and then send them to me in a cage.

Send me also a pair of kuku pigeons of Patna. Try and find the best pair.

Bhai Dayala, the Guru will bless you. | have received your donations. May Guru give you more. | have

received sums of Rs.22 and Rs. 15.

May Guru give you more. May your house be blessed.

Notes:
1. The directives issued in this letter are:
a) To live with humility, peace and unity.
b) To refrain from eating meat and fish and
c) To recite the name of God
2. The offerings asked for in this letter are:
a) A pair of pigeons and nightingale {for Guru’s z00)

b) Measures of cardamom and Fenugreek (for the langar)
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Guru Hargobind
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Guru Hargobind
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LETTER 4

This letter was written by Guru Hargobind to the sangat (congregation) of the Eastern region.

Recite Guru-Guru
Your life will improve
Ek Oankar, Sat Guru
(In the name of one Eternal God, who is the Truth and the Teacher)

| ask you to send to me two pairs of excellent and strong kuko pigeons, and from wherever you buy
them, buy the best quality.

Bhai Japu, Bhai Gurdas, Bhai Murari, Bhai Jaita, Bhai Dyala-

Recite Guru-Guru and the living quality of your lives will imrove. The wishes of the sangat will be
fulfilled, the members of the sangat will get better livelihood and all the tasks of the sangat will be
successfully finished.

The directives of the Guru are that sing the holy hymns, live in humility, do honest deeds and refrain
from eating meat and fish. The sangat of the East is directly under the control of the Guru and no
masands (local representatives of the Guru) are now the intermediaries.

It is the order of the Guru that Bhai Japu, Bhai Gurdas and the others should collectively arrange to
celebrate the Gurpurb (the birthday of the Guru). Whosoever will financially contribute in this
ceremony their efforts will be recognised by the Guru and they will never-ever be short of funds.

These blessings | send to all of you..

Send to me a hundi (bills payable) of Rs. 700, and also 15 stitched suits for me and 15 for the Baba ji.

Objectives:
1. The directives issued in this letter are:
a. To live in humility and peace.
b. To refrain from eating meat and fish
c. To recite and sing the holy hymns
d. To celebrate the birth of the Guru with pomp and show
e. To communicate directly with the Guru without any intermediary
2. The offerings asked for in this letter are:
a. A pair of best quality pigeons
b. 30 pairs of stitched suits
c. A bills payable of Rs. 700

3. The date of this letter is not known.
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OVERVIEW OF EPISTLES

GURU TEGH BAHADUR
LETTER DATED/ DESTINATION NAMES OF THE DEMAND OF FESTIVAL | MASSAND
NO. UNDATED SANGAT ADDRESSEES GOODS/MONEY
1 X Benaras Bhai Jawahri Provisions X X
2 X Benaras Bhai Jawahri Acknowledgement X X
of the receipts of
offerings
3 X Benaras Many names + 55 Offerings X X
Bhai Dayal Das &
others
4 X Benaras Many names + same Offerings X X
R ERPNR Clothing
5 X Benaras Many names as above Camp Equipment X X
+55
6 X Benaras Many + 14 Offerings X X
(Bhai Jawahar)
7 X Benaras Many + 17 Daswand/ X X
Bhai Jaswehar Offerings
8 X Benaras Many Bhai Jaswehar + Offerings X X
12
9 X Benaras Many Bhai Dyal Das + - Offerings X X
10
10 X Mirzapur Many Offerings X X
Bhai Bal Chand + 4
11 X Patna Many Offerings Yes X
Bhai Dayal Das + 16
12 X Benaras Many + 16 Offerings X X
Jawehar Mal
13 X Patna Many Goods worth X X
Bhai Davyal Das + 47 Rs. 70
14 X Patna Many + 47 Offerings X X
Bhai Dayal Das
15 X Patna Bhai Dayal Das X X X
4 names
16 X Pak Pattan X X X Diwﬁali
17 X Pak Pattan X X X .)(




18 X Pak Pattan X X X X
19 X Pak Pattan X X X X
20 X Pak Pattan X X X X
21 X X Bhai Malla X X X
Bhai Bagha
22 X X Bhai Batha X X X
23 X X Jawahari Mal X X X
24 X X Ramdas Pair of 4 Bullocks X X
Ugar Sain
Bhai Lal Chand
25 X X Ugar Sain X X X
26 X X Bhai Dayal Das X X X
Bhai Sati Das
27 X Benaras Many + 15 Offerings X X
Bhai Jwahni
28 X Benaras Many + 16 Offerings X X
Jawahar Lal
Masand
29 X Benaras Many + 11 Offerings X X
Bhai Jawahar
30 X Benaras Many + 10 Offerings X X
31 X Village Jagdeo Ram Das Offerings X X
Ugar Sain
Bhai Lal Chand
32 X Benaras Many + 10 Offerings X X
Bhai Jwaheri Mal
33 X Benaras Ugar Sain X X X
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HUKAMNAMA

GURU TEGH BAHADUR

LETTERS
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Hukamnama Guru Tegh Bahadur
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Addressed to the Sangat of Benaras

pg. 70



TAHEHT YSHTT &
(st 993 33 qoea )

33 Rfs
I

g6} weadl weelz fafs @3 ado
fretus & qafs fer goed wge
frdlag 3 2= felwe f@ 3@ @0
Foa 3 ued wule &2 |
Aafs @ ¥ 38

S = provisions

pg. 71



LETTER 1

This letter was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur to the Sikh congregation of Benaras (now
called Varanashi) and is preserved at Gurudwara Bari-sangat at Benaras.

Gurusat

In the name of God who is the true Teacher

Bhai Jawahri and all the members of the sangat will always have God’s protection.
The sangat must look after Sridhar,

And give him a good supply of provisions.

When he feels well then ask him to bring the provisions to Patna.

| send my good wishes to all of you. May God bless the whole sangat.

Ohservations:

1. The directives issued in this letter are:
a. To look after Mr. Sridhar
b. To supply him provisions
c. To direct him to come to Patna

d. To obey the Guru’s commands

2.  The offerings asked for are:

Good supply of provisions for the langar

3. The date of the letter is not available, but, most probably it was written during the
years of 1666-1668 when the Guru was on a missionary tour towards this part of India.
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Hukamnama Guru Tegh Bahadur
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LETTER 2

This letter was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur to the sangat of Benaras

(now called Varanasi). It is preserved in a handwritten volume of the Adi Granth at
Gurudwara Bari-sangat, Benaras.

Gurusat

In the name of God who is the true Teacher

Bhai Jawahar Mal and the members of the sangat (congregation) of Benaras will have the
protection of God. Bhai Kalyan Das has come and has given over to me the contributions of
the sangat. Always help and respect Bhai Kalyan Das. May God’s blessings be on you all.

Observations:

9 The directive issued in this letter is:

To help and respect Bhai Kalyan Das.

Z, The Guru has acknowledged the contributions sent by the

congregation of Benaras.

3. This hukamnama is in the handwriting of the Guru (many other hukamnama’s are
written by both the Guru and the calligrapher on the orders of the Guru.)

It is torn on the right hand side and is incomplete. The last sign of the loop of ‘ong’
proves it.
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LETTER 3



Hukamnama Guru Tegh Bahadur
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Addressed to the Sangat of Patna
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LETTER 3

The letter was written to the Sangat of Banaras (now called Varanasi). It is preserved in the

Gurudwara Harimandir Sahib at Patna.

Epistle addressed to the Sangat of Patna.

God is Truth (Truth is God)
Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehr Chand,
Bhai Subha Chand, Bhai Jeth Mal, Bhai Ded Mal, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai Din Dayal,

Bhai Mehr Chand Nath, Bhai Hira Chand, Bhai Ragho Das, Bhai Prehlad Das, Bhai Bansi
Dhar,

Bhai Murli Dhar Mohan Das, Bhai Nain Sukh, Bhai Harkesh, Bhai Chhabil Das,

Bhai Bhagwan Das, Bhai Sada Chand, Bhai Ghanishyam, Bhai Kanwal Nain, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai
Murlidhar Bhai, Bhai Singha, Bhai Sangat Das, Bhai Baijnath, Bhai Sukhdeo, Bhai Jhabar
Singh,

Bhai Jagman, Bhai Chhabil Das, Bhai Rupan, Bhai Lalman, Bhai Anant Das, Bhai Supher
Chand, Bhai Nainsukh, Gulal Chand, Bal Gobind, Bhai Bhagta Bindraban, Pala Pheru, Bansi
Dhar, Sukhdeo, Machhi, Sucha Ram, Chain Sukh, Hira Nand, Parasram Mittar Sain, Gaj Mal,
Jagdeo,

Dalpat Das,, Bhai Maluk, Dasia, Chetan, Lachua, Raghu Nath, Fateh Chand, Babe Peri Bai,
Dina Nath, Pran Nath.

(The following part of the letter is written in a slanting style at the top in the reverse
order)

The entire Sangat of Patna, who has meditated on Waheguru, their wishes will be granted.
The Sangat has spent money on the celebrations of Gobind Das’birthday.

At this the Guru expresses his pleasure. Each rupee spent has earned the blessing of the
mohur (Divine seal).

The offerings sent previously too have met with the Guru’s pleasure.
Whosoever serves the Guru in future shall be blessed. The Sangat’s prosperity will increase

Bhai Ji, we are sending a ‘siropa’. Patna is Guru’s own home. The congregation there shall be
blessed.
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Observations:

1.The letter is addressed to many members of the Sangat

2.There is a female member ‘Bebe Peri Bal’ as well

3.There is mention of birthday celebrations of one ‘Gobind Das’.
4.The Guru has shown his pleasure on these celebrations.

5.The Guru has mentioned the receipt of previous offerings as well.

6.There is a mention of sending a ‘siropa’, but it is not clear at that it was being sent for
whom.

7.The use of word ‘Wahegury’ at the start of the letter is worth nothing.
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LETTER 4

The letter was written to the Sangat of Benaras (now called Varanashi). It is preserved in the
Gurudwara Harimandir Sahib at Patna.

Epistie addressed to the Sangat of Patna

God is Truth (Truth is God)

Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehr Chand,
Bhai Subha Chand, Bhai Jai Singh, Bhai Chimna, Bhai Lalman, Bhai Jeth Mal,

Bhai Ded Mal, Bhai Prehlad Das Bhai Bansidhar, Bhai Murli, Bhai Raghu Das,
Bhai Seth Chhabil Das, Bhai Pritam Das, Bhai Nand Lal, Bhai Pran Nath,

Bakhshi Murli Dhar, Bhai Hiranand, Bhai Sangat Das, Bhai Jabar, Bhai Gurdas, Pa-S Ram,
Mohan Das, Nainsukh, Bal Gobind, Sankar Das, Sada Nand, Suja Ram Bhagwas Das Gujjar
Mal, Sankar Das,

Nandlal, Chhaju Mal, NAND Kuar, Bhai Jasoda Nandhan Mehr Chand, Pran Nath, Bali Ram,
Saba Chand, Jagdeo, Dalpat Rai, Anirai, Ganshyam, Dukhdeo GAIMAL, Gajua, Bhag Mal,
Chhabil Das, Suphera, Amalia, Pheru, Kirpala, Bansi, Sukhdeo, Peri Bai

Ram Chand, Harkes Chhabil Das, Subkaran, Kewal Ram, Bhag, Ananta,

Mansukh, Basant Rai, Lacchua Bala Sadanand, Sadhu

(The following part of the letter is written in a slanting style at the top in the reverse
order)

Gaod will bless the entire Sangat of Patna; meditate on God, and all wishes will be granted.
The offerings of clothing sent through Bhai Mehr Chand and Bhai Kalyan Rai have been
received in our presence.

Whosoever serves the Guru in future shall be blessed. The Sangat’s prosperity will increase.
Patna is Guru’s own home. The congregation therein shall be blessed.

Observations:

1. The letter is addressed to many members of the Sangat

2. There is a female member ‘Peri Bai’ as well

3. There is mention of offerings of clothes

4. Like previous letters, this letter is also undaed

5. This letter is also preserved in Harimandir Sahib at Patna.
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LETTER S

The letter was written to the Sangat of Patna. It is preserved in the Gurudwara Harimandir
Sahib at Patna.

Epistle addressed to the Sangat of Patna

God is Truth (Truth is God)

Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh,

Bhai Mehr Chand, Bhai Subha Chand, Bhai Jeth Mal, Bhai Dedmal,
Bhai Nanand Kuar, Bhai Din Bayal, Bhai Mehhe Chand, Bhai Pran Nath,
Bhai Hiranand, Bhai Sobachand, Bhai Kanwalnain, Bhai Ragu Das

Bhai Prehlad Das, Bhai Murli, Bhai Mohan Das, Bhai Bhagwan Das,
Bhai Harjimal, Bhai Sadanand, Bhai Kanwalnain, Bhai Ramrai,

Bhai Nand Lal, Bhai Balgobind, Bhai Jagman, Bhai Sangat Das,

Bhai Baijnath, Bhai Jabar Singh, Amalia Kirpal, Pheru, Bhai Binraban, Bhai Lalmun, Chhbila,
Nainsukh, Bhai Mula, Bhai Mehr Chand, Bhai Chetan Jaado, Babe Paeri, Bhai Bhara, Maluka,
Lcchua, Bhai Pran Nath,

God will look after the Sangat of Patna, recite Guru Guru, and the life will be blessed. Let
good come to all, who have meditated on Waheguru, God will fulfil all their wishes.

Patna is the home of the Guru, God will bless the Sangat. The sewa done for Gobind Das will
be accepted in the Divine court. The sewadars will be blessed.

The camp equipment received from Bhai Raja be sent to me. It includes: one canopy, three
screens and equipment for the bath and toilet.

Also send three screens, and one enclosure for the kitchen.
Also send a tent measuring five yards.

The chamber (sleeping room) equipment and screens may be sent through Malu Mehra.

God will bless the sangat. Patna is the house of the Guru.
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Observations

1.The letter is addressed to many members of the Sangat of Patna, a few names are
repeated.

2.There is a female member ‘Peri Bai’ as well

3.There is a mention of offerings of: a marquee including, 6 screens, a bath/toilet enclosure,
kitchen enclosure, bed room enclosure and an individual camp.

4. Like previous letters, this letter is also undated.
5.This letter is also preserved in Harimandir Sahib at Patna
6.The word ‘Waheguru’ has been used in this letter

7.The meaning of the difficult words are as follows:

Words Meaning

Suhela (Suhela) Camping equipment

Kanatan (Kanatan ) Screens

Sehatkhana (Sehatkhana) Enclosure for bathroom and toilets
Kalandri (Kalandri ) Enclosure

Ravti panj gaz (Ravti panj gaz ) Camp measuring 5 yards x 5 yards
Andar da dera (Andar da dera ) Enclosure for bedroom and the furniture
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LETTER G

This letter was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur to the Sikh congregation of Benaras and is
preserved in the Gurudwara Bari Sangat at Benares (now called Varanasi).

Gurusat

In the name of God who is the true Teacher

God is one, He is the Truth and is realised only with His Grace.

Bhai Jawahari, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Jatmal,

Bhai Rama the grass-cutter,

Bhai Kalyan Das, Bhoti, Seth, Bhai Babu Rai, Bikhari Das Maharaja, Dalpat Das,
Hira Man, Durga Das, Ganga Ram, Raghu Nath, Mahanand and other members of

the sangat of Benaras.

God will protect you. All members of the Sangat (congregation) should collect and entrust
their donations from their own earnings to Bhai Jawahari who will hand them over to Bhai
Dayal Das. These will then, be brought and put in the holy treasury. | wish good to the
Sangat. God will bless you. This is the time for the service to the Guru.

Observations
1. The directives issued in this letter are:

a. To serve the Guru

b. To send donations to the Guru’s treasury from one’s own earnings
2. The offerings asked for are:

Donations

3. The exact date of this letter is not available, but most probably it was written during
1667-1668, when the Guru was touring this part of India.
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LETTER 7

This letter was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur to the congregation of city of Benaras
(Varanasi) and the county of Benares.

Ek Oankar Satguru
In the name of One Eternal God who is the True Teacher

Sat Guru
In the name of God who is the True Teacher

Bhai Jaswer Mal Masand, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Jat Mal, Bhai Seth, Bhai Kalyan Mal, Bhai
Mahanand, Bhai Babu Rai, Bhai Maharaj, Bhai Bhikhari, Dalpat Das,

Bhai Ramanand, Bhai Manji, Bhai Man Singh, Phagu Shah, Bhai Bal Kishan,

Bhai Chhut Mal, Bhai Mani Ram and all other members of the congregation of the city and
county of Benares.

God will fulfil all desires of the congregation. The offerings recently sent through Bhai Dayal
Das have been duly received in the Guru’s treasury. Accept all the directives of Bhai Dayal
Das as the directives of the Guru. All the Sikhs keeping even a cowrie (lowest denomination
of the currency, then used in India) as their contribution towards the daswand (donation
towards the Guru’s treasury), should hand it over to Bhai Dayal Das. God will bless the
entire congregation and will prosper.

Observations:

1. The directives issued in this letter are:

a. To obey the commands of Bhai Dayal Das

b. To send regular contributions, however small, to the central treasury.

2. The exact date of the letter is not known, but the most probable date period is
between 1667/1668, when the Guru was still in that part of India.
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LETTER 8

This letter was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur to the congregation of city of Benaras
(Varanasi) and the county of Benaras.

Gurusat

In the name of God who is the True Teacher

Bhai Jaswehar Das, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Kalyan Mal, Bhai Bhoti, Bhai Seth,

Babu Rai, Bhai Bhikhari, Maharaja, Rama, Bal Kishan, Man Singh, Chhut Mal, Nand Rup, and
all other members of the congregation of the city and county of Benares. Always meditate
on God.

Eighty rupees of offerings have been received. May God fulfil all desires of the congregation.
The Sangat may give their offerings to Bhai Dayal Das. He will give them to the Guru. God
will bless the entire congregation and all will prosper. This is the time for the service of the
Guru.

Observations:

1. The directives issued in this letter are:

To deposit the offerings with Bhai Dayal Das, who will pass them over to the
Guru

7 3 The exact date of the letter is not known, but the most probable date period is
between 1667/1668, when the Guru was still in that part of India.
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LETTER 9

This letter was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur to the congregation of city of Benaras
(Varanasi) and the County of Benaras.

Gursat

In the name of God who is the True Teacher

Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Rama Rai, Bhai Jwaheri, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Bhoti,

Bhai Kalyan Das, Bhai Sibboo, Seth Dalpat, Bhai Babu Rai, Bhai Bhikhari Das and all other
members of the congregation of the city and county of Benaras. Always meditate on God.
The life will improve.

May God fulfil all desires of the congregation. The Sangat had sent Rs. 166 with Bhai Dayal
Das, the money has been duly received. In future send offerings only through him. God will
bless the entire congregation and all will prosper.

Observations:

1. The directives issued in this letter are:

a. To deposit the offerings with Bhai Dayal Das, who will pass them over to the
Guru

2. There is an acknowledgement of the receipt of Rs. 166 sent with Bhai Dayal Das.

3. There is a direction to send offerings from the honest earnings.

4. The exact date of the letter is not known, but the most probable date period is between

1667/1668, when the Guru was still in that part of India.

The meanings of a few difficult words are as follows:

= have been received
= Sangat is blessed

= Offerings should be within the means of the sangat
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LETTER 10

This letter was written by Guru Tegh Bahadur to the congregation of city of

Mirzapur (U.P.)

Gursat

In the name of God who is the True Teacher

Bhai Bal Chand, Bhai Harkishan, Bhai Chatarbhuj, Bhai Lalu and all other members of the
congregation of Mirzapur. Send your offerings through Bhai Dayal Das who will present
those to us.

God will bless the entire congregation and all will prosper. Offerings previously sent have
been received.

Observations:

1. The directives issued in this letter are:

a. To deposit the offerings with Bhai Dayal Das, who will pass them over to the
Guru.

2. There is an acknowledgement of the offerings sent earlier.

3. The meanings of a few difficult words are as follows:

= offerings

= increase in prosperity
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LETTER 11

The letter was written to the Sangat of Patna. It is preserved in the Gurudwara

Harimandir Sahib at Patna.

Epistle addressed to the Sangat of Patna

There is One God, God is Truth (Truth is God)

Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehr Chand,
Bhai Subha Chand, Bhai Jeth Mal, Bhai Ded Mal, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai Prehlad Das,

Bhai Bansi, Bhai Murli, Bhai Pritam Das, Bhai Raghu Das, Bhai Mohan Das,

Bebe Peri Bai.

The Guru will fulfil the wishes of the congregation and all devotees.

We have camped at Monghyr, this is the time for the sangat to serve the Guru.

Inform the masands of your province and other adjoining areas to come with

Sangats to have an audience with the Guru.

All who come will be blessed and will prosper.
Further we wish to write to you about the marquee at our camp in Shahzadpur.

Based on the information given by you, we will write to the sangat.

Send two score tu rbans of Bihar, of the value of Rs. 40 a score.

May the sangat have more prosperity.

Observations:

1. The letter is addressed to 16 members of the Sangat
2. There is a female member ‘Peri Bai’ as well

3. There is a mention that the Guru and his retinue were camping at Monghyr, and that the
next camp will be at Sahzadpur.

4. The Guru had asked the sangat to send 40 Bihari turbans costing Rs. 40
5. Like previous letters, this letter is also undated

6. This letter is also preserved in Harimandir Sahib at Patna
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LETTER 12

Epistle addressed to the Sangat of Benaras

There is One God, God is Truth (Truth is God)

Bhai Jawehar Mal, Bhai Bhoti Seth, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Jat Mal, Bhai Kalyan Mal, Bhai Babu,
Mani Bhikhari, Man Singh, Maharaj, Rama Jado, Ghasi Koka, Mana,
Balkishan, Sukhdeo, Phagoo Shah, Chhutman, Rup Narain

The Guru will fulfil the wishes of the congregation and of all devotees of Benaras. May their
prosperity increase.

The sangat is instructed to pay their contribution to Bhai Dayal Das. He will deposit these
with the Guru. The congregation will be blessed.

We are camping at Monghyr, all those who will come for the Guru’s sight, their wishes will
be fulfiiled.

Observations:

1. The letter is addressed to 18 members of the Sangat.

2. There is a mention that the Guru and his retinue were camping at Monghyr.

3. The Guru had asked the sangat to come to Monghyr to have ‘Darshan of the Guru’.
4. Like previous letter, this letter is also undated.

5. This letter is preserved in Gurudwara ‘Bari Sangat’ at Benaras.

6. This hukamnama is torn at the right hand side. This is visible from the sign of ‘ongkar’ long
line of ‘ongkar’.
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LETTER 13

The letter was written to the Sangat of Patna. It is preserved in the Gurudwara

Harimandir Sahib at Patna.

Epistle addressed to the Sangat of Patna
There is One God, God is Truth (Truth is God)

Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehr Chand,
Bhai Subha Chand, Bhai Jeth Mal, Bhai Ded Mal, Bhai Ragho, Bhai Prehlad Das,
Bhai Mohan Das, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai Pritam Das, Bhai Ghanshyam, Jagman,

Murlidhar, Bhai Singha, Sada Nand, Kanwal Nain, Ram Rai, Lalman, Chhabil Das, Bal Gt::bind;r
Amaliya, Pheru, Kirpal, Sangat Das, Baij Nath, Jhabar Singh, Bhagwan,

Gujar Mal, Peri Bal, Ram Chand, Dina Nath, Pran Nath, Jagdeo, Bhoj Raj, Dalpat Das,

Bhara, Dariya, Chinta, Bindraban, Pran Nath, Mehr Chand, Hira Nanad, Pran Nath.

The Guru will fulfil the wishes of the congregation.

The departure is fixed for the month of Asu.

Articles costing Rs. 70, as per detail, may be sent for the camp

immediately on the receipt of this letter. Do not delay it. The camp is to be made ready.
Brothers come with the whole sangat to have Guru’s darshan. Do not delay.

God will bless the sangat with prosperity.

Patna is Guru’s own home.
Observation:

1. The letter is addressed to 46 members of the Sangat

2. The Guru has informed the sangat, the date of his departure.

3. There is a mention of a list of goods to be purchased and that its cost shall not exceed
seventy rupees.

4. Like previous letters, this letter is also undated.

5. This letter is also preserved in Harimandir Sahib at Patna.
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LETTER 14

The letter was written to the Sangat of Patna.

God is Truth (Truth is God)

Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Chain Sukh, Bhai Mehr Chand,
Bhai Subha Chand, Bhai leth Mal, Bhai Ded Mal, Bhai Prehlad Das, Bhai Bansi,

Bhai Mulrli Dhar, Bhai Mehr Chand, Bhai Nath, Bhai Hira Chand, Bhai Ragho Das, Bhai
Prehlad Das, Bhai Bansi, Ragho Das, Bhai Dina Nath, Bhai Mohan Das, Bhai

Pritam Das, Bhai Nand Kuar, Bhai Mehr Chand, Bhai Pran Nath, Bhai Murlidhar, Bhai Singha,
Bhai Sada Nand, Bhai Kanwal Nain, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Lalman,

Bhai Chhabil Das, Bhai Bal Gobind, Bhai Amlia, Bhai Kirpal, Bhai Baij Nath, Bhai Sangat Das,
Bhai Jhabar Singh, Babe Peri Bai, Bhai Ram Chand, Bhai Bhagwan Das, Gujar Mal, Bhai
Jagden, Bhai Bhoj Rai, Bhai Dalpat Das, Bara Daria, Chita Bindraban, Pran Nath.

The entire Sangat of Patna is blessed. Those Sikhs who have meditated on

Waheguru, their wishes will be granted.

We have left for farland with the Raja, we have left our family behind in Patna. Those Sikhs
who worship Waheguru serve them. The offerings of a Paisa ! shall be rewarded with a gold
coin {Mohar ?)

Those Sikhs who serve the Guru shall be blessed, their prosperity will increase.
This is the time to do the sewa.

Arrange a large mansion for our family. God will bless the sangat with increase prosperity.
This is the time to serve the Guru.

Observation:

1. The letter is addressed to 46 members of the Sangat.
2. There is a female member ‘Bebe Peri Bai’.

3. There is a mention of leaving family behind in Patna, and Guru’s travelling
further with the Raja.
4. The use of word ‘Waheguru’ is worth noting.
5. Their is name ending with Singh.
6. A name Bhai Ram Rai has come twice, may be there were two people of the same name

Paisa: was the smallest denomination of the Indian Rupee
Mohar: means a gold coin
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LETTER 15

The letter was written to the Sangat of Patna and is preserved in Harimandir Sahib (Patna)

Epistle addressed to the Sangat of Patna

God is Truth (Truth is God)

Bhai Dayal Das, Bhai Ramrai, Bhai Darbari, Bhai Ded Mal.

The entire Sangat of Patna is blessed.

It is now the fourth day of our travelling and leaving Patna behind. Raja has left 7 days ago.
We have camped here to meet you. Travels night and day and quickly come to us.

Take a fast boat and reach here with 24 hours, do not delay at all.

We are waiting for your arrival, come as fast as you could. Guru will bless the Sangat.

Observations:
1. The letter is addressed to only 4 members of the Sangat

2. There is a mention of travelling of both the Guru and the Raja. (perhaps towards further
East)

3. The Guru has ordered the above named four devotees to reach to him as
quickly as possible.

4. The Guru said that his caravan has made a halt, specially, to meet and speak to the above
named four devotees.

5. The word ‘Kosa’ refers to a small boat.
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LETTER 16

The letter was written to the Sangat of Pak Pattan.

This letter is in two parts: one part is written by Guru Tegh Bahadur himself, and the
second part {same text) is written by a calligrapher. The only difference is a word in the
last line, where Guru has written word ‘bauri’ the calligrapher has written word ‘khusi’)

Guru will bless the entire Sangat of Pak Pattan, and their wishes will be fulfilled. They will
prosper in their fivelihood.

All congregation of Pak Pattan should come on Diwali to have Guru’s darshan. All those who
come will be blessed. The congregation of Pattan is Guru’s own Khalsa. All good wishes of

the Guru will be with them. Bhai Batha is like Guru’s own son, let the sangat follow his
instructions.

Observation:

1. The letter is not addressed specifically to any person or persons.
2. There is a mention of summons to the congregation to come and celebrate

Diwali with the Guru.

3. There is also an instruction of following orders of one Bhai Batha, whom Guru has
mentioned as his son.

pg. 138



pg. 139



Hukamnama Guru Tegh Bahadur

REES Aals Jzz g male € B

Addressed to the Sangat of Pattan - Sheikh Farid

pg. 140



.%.
:

(4! 73 3= ares )
%ﬂlﬂ' Ig
%-Ei?ga
THEH
n-i%ﬁf’ﬁi&
ﬂgu;&’?‘& ,5
ﬂ;%‘.’l ;Lga
id 27
- Y
s & nfsgg

a3 #e & wefor 3 ¥El v rows dafs @y
ﬁafaﬂmaiarﬁmwgmaﬁwm
WETE 43 5d 9O 951 § Py wnlo Gl B 3
eurls wee 9 fmy ¥ 83 38 wanls wea

W fsos @ @g 6n @ 5w an ek wtw 5% gy
33 A8 o YT 3w § mowz Aafs e
@qﬁwﬁeﬁaﬂmmmaﬁwmw

32—feg ganzne QUi ahe e glanp 92 @gd fen
tusl 933 Aza F ulid Wi § ¥gE 8 um wam funn 3
(Fures)

pg. 141



LETTER 17

The letter was written to the Sangat of Pak Pattan.

This letter is also in two parts: one part is written by Guru Tegh Bahadur himself, and the
second part (similar text) is written by a calligrapher. This letter is also identical in text with
previous letter.

Part |

Guru’s blessings are on Bhai Batha. The Guru wishes well for the entire Sangat.

Bhai Batha, you are like Guru’s son. Come with the congregation to meet the Guru. The
congregation is advised to obey Bhai Batha.

Part Il

It is Guru’s orders to Bhai Batha and to the entire congregation. God will bless the sangat
and everyone will prosper. All wishes will be fulfilled. Bhai Batha, you are our true devotee.
Come to us along with the congregation. All those who will come with you will be blessed.
God will fulfil their wishes. Bhai Batha is like Guru’s own son. All congregations must obey
his instructions. God will bless the sangat with prosperity and happiness.

Observation:

1. The letter is not addressed specifically to any person or persons.

2. There is a mention of summons to Bhai Batha and the congregation to come and meet
the Guru.

3. The Guru has called Bhai Batha both as a true devotee and like his son.
4. There is also an instruction to the sangat to follow orders of Bhai Batha.

5. The hukamnama is torn at the top. The first letter of each line has been read by guess
work.
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LETTER 18

The letter was written to the Sangat of Pak Pattan.

Part |

Guru’s blessings are on all. Bhai Batha come with the congregation to meet the Guru. All
those who come will be blessed. Bhai Batha is like Guru’s son. The
congregation is advised to obey Bhai Batha.

Part i

Ek Ongkar Satguru................

Observation:
1. The letter is again not addressed specifically to any person or persons.

2. There is a mention of summons to Bhai Batha and the congregation to come and meet
the Guru.

3. The Guru has called Bhai Batha like his son.
4. There is also an instruction to the sangat to follow orders of Bhai Batha.

5. The second part of this hukamnama is torn except the letters ‘Ek Ongkar Satgury’, thus its
text is not available.
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LETTER 19

The letter was written to the Sangat of Pak Pattan.
Its text is also similar to previous letters.

It is also in two parts, first part in the handwriting of Guru Tegh Bahadur and the second
part in the handwriting of a calligrapher.

Part |

Guru’s 5Sblessings are on all. Bhai Batha, come with the congregation to meet the Guru. All
those who come will be blessed. Bhai Batha is like the Guru’s son.

The congregation is advised to obey Bhai Batha. Our blessings are on the entire sangat.

Partli

It is an order of the Sri Guru Ji to Bhai Batha and the entire congregation. God will bless the
entire sangat and confer prosperity on them. All their wishes will be fulfilled. Bhai Batha,
come to see us and all those who will come along Bhai Batha will also be blessed and their
wishes will be fulfilled. Bhai Batha is like Guru’s own son, everyone should obey his orders.
The Guru shall bestow prosperity on the sangat. The sangat shall get all blessings from the
Guru. The Guru’s pleasure is on you all. Do not fail to come to see the Guru.

Observations:

1. The letter is again not addressed specifically to any person or persons.

2. There is a call to Bhai Batha and the congregation to come and meet the Guru.
3. The Guru has called Bhai Batha like his son.

4. There is also an instruction to the sangat to follow orders of Bhai Batha.

5. There is a repeated insistence by the Guru for the sangat to come and meet him.
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LETTER 20

The letter was written to the Sangat of Pak Pattan.
Its text is also similar to previous letters.

It is also in two parts, part one in handwriting of Guru Tegh Bahadur and the second part in
the handwriting of a calligrapher.

Part |

Guru’s blessings are on Bhai Batha and on all others. The Guru will protect the sangat and
fulfil their wishes. The sangat of Patan is asked to come to meet the Guru. All those who will
come along with Bhai Batha will be blessed. Now is the time to render sewa to the Guru.

PART Il

It is an order of the Sri Guru Ji to Bhai Batha and the entire congregation. God will protect
the entire sangat of Pattan and confer prosperity upon them. All their wishes will be
fulfilled. Bhai Batha, you are like the Guru’s own son. Come along with other sangat and see
us, and all those who will come along Bhai Batha will also be blessed. Now is the time for
those who are our disciples and beloved sons to render sewa to the Guru. The prosperity of
the sangat will increase with their faith. The Guru’s pleasure is on you all.

Observations:

1. The letter is again not addressed specifically to any one person or persons.

2. There is a call to Bhai Batha and the congregation to come and meet the Guru.
3. The Guru has called Bhai Batha like his son.

4. There is an order by the Guru to do sewa of the Guru.

5. A few letters at the top of the hukamnama were torn and have been written and added
with guesswork.
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LETTER 21

The letter was written to Bhai Malla and Bhai Bagha.

Part I—In Guru Tegh Bahadur’s handwriting.

Guru’s blessings are upon you. Do your best to recover the stolen mule of the Guru’s
household, otherwise sangat has to bear its cost

Part ll—In the handwriting of a calligrapher

God will protect the entire sangat. It is for the information of Bhai Malla and Bhai Bagha that
thieves of Dhardeo stole our mule and two bullocks near Jamalpur. As you know Dhardeo is
in the Bakala area. The two bullocks were later recovered, but the mule is still with the
thieves. We ask you to recover it from the thieves, and do not fail in your duty. God will give
prosperity to the sangat. It is time that you do your best to make up this loss. The Guru’s
pieasure is on you all.

Observations:

1. The letter is again not addressed specifically to any one person or persons.
2. There is a report of loss of a mule and two bullocks.

3. There is a call to Bhai Malla and Bagha to find the thieves and recover the mule, or/and
bear the cost of loss.

4. It seems that the Bhai Malla and Bhai Bagha were influential in this area.

5. The theft took place in the Majha area.
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LETTER 22

The letter was written to Bhai Batha

Part I—In Guru Tegh Bahadur’s handwriting

it is an order of the Sri Guru Ji to Bhai Batha and the entire congregation, come along with
other sangat to see us, and all those who will come with Bhai Batha will be blessed. Bhai

Batha is like Guru;s own son. Do whatever he says.

Part ll—In the handwriting of a calligrapher

It is the order of Guru Ji, that Bhai Batha will lead the sangat ........

(The letter is torn and incomplete...)

Observations:

1. The letter is again not addressed specifically to any one person or persons.

2. There is an order to the sangat that they should obey Bhai Batha.
3. The calligrapher’s part of the Hukamnama is incomplete.

4. This hukamnama is also incomplete. It is torn at different places.
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LETTER 23

In Guru Tegh Bahadur’s handwriting

In the name of the Eternal Master

Jawahari Mal

The Guru will protect entire sangat ......

Observations:

1. The letter is addressed to Jawahri Mal

2. The Hukamnama is incomplete
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LETTER 24

In Guru Tegh Bahadur’s handwriting.

In the name of the Eternal Master

Ramdas, Ugar Sain, Bhai Lal Chand, Guru will protect the entire sangat. Ramdas, you have
presented a pair of bullocks to Mata Ji (Mata Gujri), we acknowledge that God will give you
prosperity and happiness.

The Guru will protect the entire sangat.......

Happiness to the sangat.

This is time for sewa.

Observations:

1. The letter is addressed to 3 people

2. It is acknowledgement of a presentation of two bullocks to Mata Guijri.
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LETTER 25

In the name of the Eternal Master

Part |—In the handwriting of Guru Tegh Bahadur

Part ll—In the handwriting of a calligrapher.

The text of both parts is the same, it reads as follows:

It is the order of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji to Bhai Ugar Sain, God will bless the sangat and
your wishes will be fulfilled. You are like Guru’s son and head of all masands. This territory is
controlled by you. Ramdas, Gurdita, Bhai Gurea, Bhai Kalyan Das had sent nine volunteers.
Those who will be qualified we will let you know. Ramdas, your services are appreciated,
and we trust you. God will give you prosperity and happiness.

Observations:

1. The letter mentions three names: Ugar Sain, Ramdas, Gurdita, Gurea and Kalyan Das

2. There is a mention of Masands.
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Hukamnama Guru Tegh Bahadur
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LETTER 26
In the name of the Eternal Master

Part 1—In the handwriting of Guru Tegh Bahadur

God will bless the sangat, all desires will be fulfilled..... Recite Guru, Guru. Life will
Prosper..... Bhai Dayal Das is Guru’s son.....

Part ll—In the handwriting of a calligrapher.
Bhai Dayal Das, Sati Das

The text is very difficult to be read. The words have been defaced.

Observations:

1. The letter mentions three names: Bhai Dayal Das and Sati Das.

2. The words are quite difficult to read.
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Addressed to the Sangat of Benaras
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LETTER 27

Gurusat

(There is One God who is Immortal and who is the master of all the treasures)
Bhai Jwaheri, Bhai Kirpal Das, Bhai Jatmal,
Bhai Rama, Jado Asi
Bhai Kalyan Das Bhoti, Seth Bhai Bahu Rai,
Pikhari Das, Maharaj, Dalpat Das, Hira Man, Durga Das,

Ganga Ram, Raghu Nath, Mahanand - all congregation from Benaras.

God will protect you depending on your businesses, give offerings to Jwaheri.

Bhai Jwaheri will give it to Dayal Das who will bring it to us.

God will bless the Sangat with prosperity and happiness.

Observations:

1. The letter is addressed to the Sangat (congregation of Benaras)

2. This Hukamnama is supposed to be written on Guru’s way to the East.
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LETTER 28

Ek Ongkar Satguru

(There is One god who is immortal)

Bhai Jawaharlal Massand, Bhai Kirpal Das,

Bhai Jat Mal Bhoti, Seth Bhai Kalyan Mal, Bhai Mahanand,

Bhai Babu Rai, Bhai Maharaj, Bhai Bhikhari,

Bhai Dalpat Das, Bhai Ramanand, Bhai Maan li, Bhai Maan Singh,

Phago Shah, Bhai Balkishen, Bhai Chhutmal, Bhai Maniram—the sangat of Benaras

and the state of Benaras.

Guru will fulfil all your wishes.

Lat time offerings were sent through Bhai Dayal Das, which we acknowledge to have
received.

Bhai Dayal Das is the obedient servant of the Guru. In future all offerings should also be sent
through him.

Guru will bless the livelihood of the Sangat.

Observations:

1. This letter like the last one is also torn from the right hand side and thus the message is
not complete.

2. It praises the services and honesty of Bhai Dayal Das.
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LETTER 29

Gurusat

(There is One God who is immortal)

Bhai Jawahar Mal, Bhai Bothi, Bhai Simbhu, Seth Kalyan Mal,

Puran Mal, Bhikhari Das, Babu Rai, Mani, Jadoh, Hira, Maan Das, Maharaj Durga Das, - the
Sangat of Benaras

Guru will protect you. Recite the name of God, your life will be transformed and sangat will
be blessed.

Offerings sent through Dayal Das have been received.
Wishes of the sangat will be fulfilled.

Whatever Dayal Das says, so do accordingly and you all will be blessed.

Observations:

1. This letter is also torn from the right hand side and thus it is also incomplete.

2. It is again in praise of Bhai Dayal Das for his services and honesty.
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LETTER 30

Gurusat

Bhai Jawahar Mal, Bhai Sadhanand, Bhai Kirpala,

Bhai Babu, Bhai Bhikhari, Bhai Maharaj, Bhai Maan Singh, Bhai Phago Shah,
Bhai Jairam Das, Bhai Chatehkamal - the congregation of the state of Benaras.
Guru will protect you.

Recite the name of the Guru and the life will improve.

The Sikhs who believe in Waheguru, they give their donation to Dayal Das. It will be
accepted in the court of God and God will improve their earnings.

Observations:

1. On the other side of the letter, it is written as: ‘Bhai Jawaharmal - the congregation
of the state of Benaras’
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Hukamnama Guru Tegh Bahadur
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Addressed to Bhais Ramdas, Ugarsen, and others
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LETTER 31

Gurusat

Ram Das, Ugar Sain, Bhai Lal Chand—the whole sangat

God will protect you.

Come to Mata Ji (mother) with six oxen at the festival of Diwali.

Mata Ji will give you the orders and accept that as the order of the Guru. Sangat will
prosperous.

Send offerings through Ram Das and Lal Chand.

God will bless sangat’s earnings.

The house of Ram Das is the house of the Guru and Guru is very pleased with his services.

Observations:

1. This letter is for the residents of the village of Jagdeo.
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LETTER 32

Gurusat
(There is One God who is immaortal)

Ek Ongkar Satguru

Bhai Jwaheri Mal, Bhai Kalyan Man, Bhai Kirpal Das,
Bhai Babu Rai, Bhai Bhikhari, Bhai Maharaj,

Bhai Rama, Bhighemal, Maan, leo - the congregation of the state of Benaras.

The Guru will protect you.

The collections sent through Bhai Dayal Das have been received.

The sangat will prosperous.

Accept the orders of Dayal Das as the orders of the Guru.

The wishes of the sangat will be fulfilled.

Observations:

1. This letter is also incomplete, due to a part missing on the right hand side.
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LETTER 33

Gurusat

Part |
Bhai Ugar Sain and other members of Sangat, Guru will protect you. The house of

Ram Das Jagdeo is the house of the Guru. He is like the Guru’s son and the head of the

massands.

God is one who is immortal.

Part il
It is an order of Guru Tegh Bahdur to Bhai Ugar Sain,
And the members of the sangat, Guru will protect you and you wishes will be fulfilled.

The house of Ram Das Jagdeo is the house of the Guru who is like Guru’s son and he is the
head of the massands. You have to protect this house.

Ram Das has sent messages to Bhai Guriye, and Bhai Kalyan Das.
They will write back the truth. The services of Ram Das are accepted. Guru has

Trust in you and will bless you with happiness.

Observations:

1. Both letters are identical in text and may have been written at different times.

2. But the handwriting of both is different. It is possible that one was written by the Guru
and the other by one of his scribes.
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OVERVIEW OF EPISTLES

GURU GOBIND SINGH Ji
LETTER | DATED/ DESTINATION NAMES OF THE DEMAND OF INSTRUCTION FESTIVAL | MASSAND
NQO. UNDATED | SANGAT ADDRESSEES GOODS/MONEY | TO COME
1 Undated X Meher Chand Rupa X \ X X
2 Undated X Meher Chand Rupa Grazing of X X X
horses, mares &
bullocks
3 Dated X Bhai Gurdas Rs. 4 X Diwali X
1748 B.K. Vaisakhi
1681 A.D.
4 Undated X Ramdas & Ugarsan Pair of Bullocks X X X
5 Undated X Ramrai/Lado X X X X
6 Dated X Bhai Gurdas Cane X X X
1749 B.K..
December
1692 A.D.
7 Dated X Sangtia Small Canon X X X
1750 B.K.
1694 A.D.
8 Dated Machiana X 80 tola gold Come equipped X X
1750 B.K. with weapons
1693 A.D.
9 Dated X Bhai Tiloka Offering v X X
1753 B.K. Bhai Rama
1696 A.D.
10 Dated X Sukhia, Mukhia etc. One camel \ X X
1753 B.K. guns
1696 A.D.
11 Dated X Mohkam Singh 100 tola gold X X X
1755 B.K. Sati Das
1698 A.D.
12 Dated Machivara X 1 tola gold X X Not to
1755 B.K. masand
March
1699 A.D.
13 Dated Naushera X 1 tola gold + Diwali X
1755 B.K. Punua
October
1699 A.D.
14 Dated Sarandeo X 2 tola gold v Diwali X
1756 B.K.
1699 A.D.
15 Dated Patan Farid X 1.5 tola gold < Vaisakhi X
1756 B.K. Rs. 19
February 3 Turbans
1699 A.D,
16 Dated Patan Farid X 1tola goid Y Holi X
1757 B.K.
1700 AD.
17 Dated Naushera X 1 tola gold Dressed with X X
1757 B.K. Panua weapons
November
1700 A.D. no 2017
18 Dated X Mehr Chand 1 tola gold Come equipped "X | Notto
1758 B.K. with weapons Socialise

1701 A.D.




i3 Dated Dasua X 1.5 tola gold Come equipped Holi Not to
1757 B.K. with weapons Socialise
November
1700 A.D.
20 Dated X Mehr Chand Peshkar Rs. 25 hundi Come equipped X Not to
1758 B.K. with weapons Socialise
1701 A.D.
21 Dated X Mehr Chand Rs. 101 X X Not to
1759 B.K. Dharam Chand Socialise
1702 A.D.
22 Dated X Subhag Singh Offerings X Vaisakhi X
1761 B.K.
1704 A.D.
23 Dated X Bhachittar Singh Offerings X X X
1771 B.K. Uday Singh Caollections
1704 A.D.
24 Dated X Pirag X 5 tola gold X X
1758 B.K. Collections
February
1702 A.D.
25 Dated Naushera X 1 tola gold Come dressed X Not to
1758 B.K. Panua with Socialise
1702 A.D. weapons
26 Dated Cholae X Rs. 20 Come dressed X Not to
1762 B.K. with Socialise
L 1705 A.D. weapons
27 Dated X Nabi Khan X X X X
1762 B.K. Ghani Khan
‘ 1705 A.D.
28 Dated Brars Bhai Rupa 3 bulls Come and join X X
i 1763 B.K. the Guru
October
1706 A.D.
29 Dated Thaul X 2 tola gold Come dressed X X
1764 BK. Rs. 40 with
1707 A.D. weapons
30 Dated Khara X 1 tola gold Come dressed X X
1764 B.K. Rs. 20 with
| 1707 A.D. weapons
31 Dated Benaras X Rs. 40 X X X
1765 B.K.
1708 A.D.
32 Undated X X Dhanraj Mehta Offering X X
Sindhi 2 canons
33 Dated Eastern X X X X X
| 1765 B.K. Patna
1708 A.D.
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HUKAMNAMA

GURU GOBIND SINGH JI

LETTERS
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LETTER 1
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Hukamnama to Bhai Meher Chand Rupa to come and
meet the Guru. {not dated)
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LETTER 1

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Meher Chand Rupa to come and
meet the Guru. The letter is not dated.

Part i

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Bhai Meher Chand you should come. My blessings are with you and your

security is my responsibility.

Part Hi

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Gurusat

It is the order of the Guru that you come and your security is Guru’s own responsibility.

Observations:

1. The letter is addressed to only Meher Chand Rupa.
2. It is an order of the Guru to Meher Chand.

3. It contains an undertaking by the Guru for the safety of Meher Chand.
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Hukamnama to Bhal Rupa regarding grazing of horses,
mares and bullocks. (not dated)
(preserved in the village of Bhai Rupa)
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LETTER 2

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Rupa regarding grazing of horses,
mares and bullocks. This letter is not dated and is preserved in the village of Bhai Rupa.

Parti

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Masand Jagnai, let the animals graze in the fields.

Part Il

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

- There are bullocks, buffalos' and cows .
- There are horses apd mares

- There are hordes of bulls and cows

- Let all of them graze

- Calculate the total cost of grazing

Observations:

1. Letter contains instructions to Rupa Chand for masand Jagnai.
2. ltalso has instructions regarding grazing and expenditure on horses,
mares and bullocks.

3. It has instructions to write the full expenditure on the above activities.
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Hukamnama to Bhai Gurdas regarding 'Karsangat’ dated
Magh Sudhi 9, 1748 B.K., 17" January 1652 A.D.

(Preserved in Harimandir 5ahib - Patna)
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LETTER 3

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Gurdas regarding ‘Karsangat’ dated

Magh Sudhi 9, 1748 B.K., 17th January 1692 A.D. This letter is preserved in Harimandir
Sahib—Patna.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Ek Ongkar Satguru

Bhai Gurdas and the sangat, Guru will bless you. Come together and those who come will be
glorified.

Part i

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru that Bhai Gurdas come with sangat and those
who come will be blessed.

Dated Magh Sudhi 9, 1748 B.K., 17th January 1692 A.D.

Give Rs. 4 to masand

Give Rs. 2 for Diwali

Give Rs. 2 for Vaisakhi.

Observations:
1. There are instructions to give donations for different festivals.
2. It recognises the celebration of festivals of diwali and vaisakhi.

3. It also recognises the services of masands.
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Hukamnama to Ramdas Augarsehn regarding the delivery of
pair of bullocks to Mata Ji.

(was preserved in Sikh library Amritsar)
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LETTER 4

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Ramdas Ugar Sain regarding the delivery

of a pair of bullocks to Mata Ji. This letter was preserved in Sikh library Amritsar before
1984,

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Blessings to the congregation. It is time for the sewa (selfless service).

Partll

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Gurusat

Bhai Ramdas Ugar Sain, Bhai Lal Chand and all sangat, Guru will bless you. Ramdas Ji your
donation of pair of bullocks has reached Mata Ji.

Guru will protect you.

Guru’s house is your house.

Observations:

1. Letter is addressed to Bhai Ramdas Ugar Sain, Bhai Lal Chand.

2. It is an order to deliver a pair of bullocks (probably for farming) to Mata Gujri.

pg. 225



LETTER 5
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Hukamnama to Bhai Ramrai and midwife Lado
(preserved in Gurudwara Maini Sangat - Patna Sahib)
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LETTER 5

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Ramrai and midwife Lado. This letter
is preserved in Gurudwara Maini Sangat - Patna Sahib.

Ek Ongkar Satguru

Bhai Ramrai, midwife Lado, Guru will protect you. Soba Chand has reached. | am happy that
he is here. |

Observations:
1. Itis averyshort letter.

2. There are hardly any details to be mentioned.
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Hukamnama to Bhai Gurdas to deliver strong and fiexible cane
dated Asu Vadi 10 1749 B.K., 25" December 1692 A.D.
{preserved in Harimandir Sahib - Patna)
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LETTER 6

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Gurdas to deliver a strong and
flexible cane. The letter is dated Asu Vadi 10 1749 B.K., 25th December 1692 A.D. This letter
is preserved in Harimandir Sahib-Patna.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Ek Ongkar Satguru

Bhai Gurdas and sangat, Guru will protect you. Send a strong and flexible cane.

Part il

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru

it is the order of the Guru to Bhai Gurdas and sangat, Guru will protect you

send a strong and flexible cane.

Dated Bikrami 1749 Asu Vadi 10. Give it to masand.

Observations:

1. The demand is of a very peculiar type of cane.

2. Instruction to deliver it to masand proves the authority of the masand.
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Hukamnama to Bhai Sangtia regarding delivery of a small canon

dated Fagan Sudhi 5 1750 B.K., 13" February 1694 A.D.
(preserved in Ahia Ganj - Lucknow)
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LETTER 7

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Sangtia regarding delivery of a small
canon. The letter is dated Phagan Sudhi 5 1750 B.K., 19th February 1694 A.D. This letter is
preserved in Ahia Ganj—Lucknow.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Ek Ongkar Gurusat

Bhai Sangtia bring donations and come along with sangat. It is the pleasure of the Guru.

Part li

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru

It is the order of the Guru geo to Bhai Sangtia, Bala and all sangat, Guru will protect you.
Recite the name of the Guru.

Your life will prosperous. Bring the donations and come on Vaisakhi. Those
Sikhs who will come will be blessed.
Bring one canon which is in good working order.

Dated Phagan Sudhi 5 1750 B.K., 19th February 1694 A.D.

Observations:

1. There is an unusual demand for bringing a canon.

2. This could be the first letter to the people of Lucknow.
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pg. 239



TIHBEHT uraET]
(6} 73 gfde fiuw )

Hars wfgnie! o g dtart w8 ag @
il 38 fm gavor g3 fen w98 &8 o
aafe $72) meey wah § wergam 3 76
W3 &% & one wRer 98 wWee 4§
Wl fon § waaw u¥ Jed iEl yel @
HhAE Foal =dt e da Wl A s
S whs faf & v 293t fuwg =-
dig Fa wer WIS T Re giar g
HTE 25t § gvar A f5us G AHS
souo fuzt gum :
52—fen gauzwt @ Bued dwe § fon o O8] fewras &
Az UuF Eew D Rievar afed s 3 fad fee @ faBd
gz 3 aed few @ foveda 3 dwe wie de masl ow-
sl 515 HE st wE | (Awea)

Wigwzr e s edfed kned ssum st
sa AlEw HE 8w oefaz

Soii
SiEE

pg. 240



LETTER 8

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Machiana regarding sending
80 tola of gold by hundi and to come equipped with weapons and not to give anything to
the masands. The letter is dated Katak 1750 B.K., (1693 A.D.)

Part I (It does not seem to be in the handwriting of the Guru)

Part li

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru geo to the sangat of Machiana (the whereabouts of this place are
not known). It is the pleasure of the Guru, recite Guru Guru and your life will prosperous. It
is my order to the sangat that send a hundi of 80 tola of gold and come dressed with
weapons. Those who will come, their wishes will be fulfilled. Do not mix with the masands
who have uncut hair. Don't have enmity with anyone, love others and you will prosperous.

Bhai Tahal Singh, Matdir, Jog, my Khalsa send donations and you will be blessed.
Dated 1750 B.K.

Observations:

1. Looking carefully at part | it seems it is not in the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
2. There is a first time mention of a masand who has cut his hair.

3. It is reasonably a long letter.

4. It has a mention of a place ‘Machaina’ the whereabouts of which are not known.
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Hukamnama to Bhal Tiloka and Bhai Rama
dated Bhado 2 1753 B.K., 2™ August 1696 A.D.
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LETTER S

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Tiloka and Bhai Rama. The letter is
dated Bhado 2 1753 B.K., (2nd August 1696 A.D.) This letter is preserved in Burj Baba Alla
Singh, Qila Mubarak-Patiala.

Part |

in the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Ek Ongkar Satguru

Hai Tiloka, Bhai Rama and sangat, Guru will protect you. Come with offerings. You are
special to me and my blessings are with you.
Dated Bhado 2 1753 B.K., 2nd August 1696 A.D.

Part |l

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru Ji

It is the order of the Guru Geo Bhai Tiloka, Bhai Rama and all sangat, Guru will protect you.
You come in the presence of the Guru with donations and Guru will be pleased with you.
Your house is mine. After receiving my order you come as fast as you can. Come with
donations, do come and you will have my blessings.

Dated Bhado 2 1753 B.K., 2nd August 1696 A.D.

Observations:

1.  According to historical evidence, Bhai Tiloka and Bhai Rama were the veterans of the
state of Naba and Patiala.

2. This letter, in original is preserved in the Fort of Baba Alla Singh.
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LETTER 10

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Sukhia, Mukhia and Bhai Rupa and
others. The letter is dated Bhado 1753 B.K,, {2nd August 1696 A.D.) This letter is preserved
in the village of Bhai Rupa.

Partl

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Ek Ongkar Satguru Ji

Bring one camel, Bhai Sukia, Guru will protect you. You must come. The house of Bhai Rupa
is our own house.

Part li

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru Ji

It is the order of the Guru geo to Bhai Sukhia and sangat Guru will protect you. Recite Guru
Guru and your life will prosperous. Come with guns and | will be pleased with you. Come
fast and Guru will bless you. Guru will fulfil all your wishes.

Observations:

1. This Hukamnama is torn at the bottom and its dates cannot be verified.

2. Bhai Sukhia was the 6th son of Bhai Rupa Chand.

3. Name of his other children are Bhai Mahanand, Sadanand, Param Singh, Surtia, Dharam
Singh, Sukhanand, Karam Chand.

pg. 249






grg” U3 gig dfge Wu A7 28

s ae, g asuu B, 38 I adit]
o gt yroas il At el B3 ¥HL . 400 FR FET RS

gofen o afy dwe ga7s W F T WA

aad 10 e .
T . R R R -
SN L T Cr e S T ke
ST e =
L oS W IE AT 4 EEERL
i i NN R i
& rarm (Pamr usl=n B T
1.—;??. g | THET Ul j ¥ Y

Hukamnama addressed to the soldiers under the command of Prince Azeemudeen
& Bhai Mohkam Singh and Bhai Matidas asking the Bhai’s to send 102 tolz gold
dated Sawan 24 1755 B.K., 24" July 1698 A.D.

{preserved Gurudwara Uchala in Bihar)
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LETTER 11

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the troupes under the command of Prince
Azam. Asking Bhai Mohkam Singh and Bhai Matidas to send 100 tola gold. The letter is

dated Sawan 24 1755 B.K., (24" July 1698 A.D.) This letter is preserved in Gurudwara Uchala
in Bihar.

Partl
In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji
Ek Ongkar

Satguru Ji

Bhai Mokam Singh Ji, Sati Das and the sangat.
Guru will protect the troupes of Prince Azam.
Send 100 tola gold.

Guru will bless the earning of the sangat.

Part Il
In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru to Bhai Mokam Singh Ji, Bhai Sati Das and the sangat.
The troops of Prince Azam will be protected by the Guru. Recite the word

Guru Guru and the prosperity will come.

Send 100 tola gold.

It is my order to the sangat and to the troupes of prince Azam.

The Sikhs who will send the gold will be blessed and their earnings will increase.

| am very pleased with the sangat. Guru will fulfil all wishes of the sangat, your house is my
house.

Dated 24th Sawan 1755 B.K.1698 A.D.

Observations:

1.  Price Azam is the son of Emperor Aurangzeb whose 2nd son Bahadur Shah became the
Emperor after the death of Aurangzeb.

2.  Guru Gobind Singh Ji went to Nanded along with Bahadur Shah to help him to curb
the uprising in the South.
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Hukamnama is addressed to the sangat of Machivara regarding sending 1 tola gold and

instructing them not to give it to massands,
dated Chet 14 1755 B.K., 12" March 1699 A.D.
(was preserved in the Sikh museum in Amritsar)
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LETTER 12

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Machivara regarding
sending 1 tola gold and instructing them not to give it to masands. The letter is dated Chet
14 1755 B.K., (12" March 1699 A.D.) This letter was preserved in the Sikh museum in
Amritsar.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Ek Ongkar Satguru
Send 1) tola gold.

Part il
In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru to Bhai Kalyan Rai and the sangat of Machivara. The Guru will
protect the sangat. Sangat is my Khalsa. Send 1 tola gold, send it immediately. Send the
donations out of your ‘Daswand’. Bring itpersonally and don't recognise any masands. Guru
will look after the sangat and all wishes will be fulfilled.

Dated 1755 B.K. 14 of the month of Chet (8 lines)

Observations:

1.  This letter was found in Lahore before the partition of the country and then put in Sikh
museum in Amritsar.

2. It mentions one of the important instructions to Sikhs that they should give 1/10 of
their income for charity. This is called ‘Daswand’. It is also one of the commandments
in Sikh Rehat Maryada.

3. It also mentions not to mix with and recognise the authority of the masands.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Naushera Punua regarding inviting sangat
to attend Diwali.

dated Katak 4 1755 B.K., 5" October 1695 A.D.
(preserved in the village of Naushera Punua in district Amritsar)
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LETTER 13

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Naushera Punua regarding
inviting sangat to attend Diwali. The letter is dated Katak 4 1755 B.K,, (5" October 1699
A.D.) This letter is preserved in the village of Naushera Punua in district Amritsar.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

You are my Khalsa. Send (1)
Whosoever will send will be blessed and | will be pleased.

1756 B.K. 4th of the month of Katak (8 lines)

Partll

In the handwriting of the cailigrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru

It is the order of the Guru to the sangat of Naushera, Guru will protect you. Recite Guru
Guru and the life will prosperous.

Sangat should come on the festival of Diwali. Whatever donations you have saved, bring it
with you and not give it to anybody else.

The Sikh’s who will come will b e blessed.
Sangat is my Khalsa and | am pleased with them.

Send 1 tola gold via hundi.
Observations:
1. The Naushera is popularly known as Naushera Punua and is located in district Amritsar.

2. It confirms that the festival of Diwali was celebrated during the times of the Gurus.

3. The word Khalsa has been used in the last few letters.
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Hukamnama is addressed to the sangat of Sarandeo regarding an invitation

to come and celebrate diwali and to send 2 tola of gold by hundi.
dated 1756 B.K., 1699 A.D.
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LETTER 14

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Sarandeo regarding an
invitation to come and celebrate diwali and to send 2 tola of gold by hundi. The letter is
dated 1756 B.K., {1699 A.D.)

Parti

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Satguru Prasad

Part i

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satgur Prasad

It is an order to the sangat of Saran Deo, that recite Guru Guru and life will prosperous.
Sangat should come on the festival of Diwali. Whatever you have kept for the Guru bring it
along with you and don't hand it over to anyone else.

Those Sikhs who will come will be blessed. Sangat, you are my Khalsa.

Send 2 tola of gold by hundi. The Sikhs who will contribute towards the gold will prosperous.
Those who will respect the decendants of Bhai Sidhu Brahmin will be blessed.

Dated 1756 B.K. 4th Katak 1756 B.K. {1699 A.D.)

Observations:

1. The writings of the Guru are not legible and so have not been reproduced.
2. The order to respect the descendants of Bhai Sidhu Brahmin also seems to be
unusual.
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Hukamnama is sddressed to sangat of Patan Farid regarding instructions to bring
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dated Phagan 4 1756 B.K., 1" February 1700 A.D.
{was preserved Sikh reference library — Amritsar}
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LETTER 15

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Patan Farid regarding
instructions to bring 1 % tola gold and 19 rupees cash.

The letter is dated Phagan 4 1756 B.K., (1% February 1699 A.D.)

This letter was preserved in Sikh reference library - Amritsar before 1984.

Part |
in the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

1 Guru
Send three turbans. Two with golden lining and one plain.

19) have been received.

Part li

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

it is the order of the Guru that the sangat of Patan Farid will be protected by the Guru.
Recite Guru Guru and the life will prosperous.

We ask for 1.5 tola gold. (Rs.19) sent through masand Santhokhe on
6th of Magh 1756 B.K. (1699 A.D.) have been received. | am pleased.

Sangat is my Khalsa. Bring the Guru’s share of offerings when you come on Vaisakhi. Do
come to meet me. | will be pleased, whosoever will come will be blessed. Don’t recognise
any masands. 3 turbans have been sent.

Guru will fulfil the wishes of the sangat.

Dated 4th of Phagan 1756 B.K. {1699 A.D.—10 lines)

Observations:

1. From the last few letters it is clear that the letters have now been dated.
2. It is also clear that the lines of each letter are counted and recorded.

3. The festival of Vaisakhi is also recognised and celebrated.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Patan Sheikh Farid regarding donations
and instructions that donations must not be given to massands

dated Maghar 4 1757 B.K, 4™ November 1700 A.D.

{was preserved in Sikh reference library — Amritsar)
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LETTER 16

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Patan Sheikh Farid regarding
donations and instructions that donations must not be given to masands. The letter is dated
Maghar 4 1757 B.K, (4" November 1700 A.D.) This letter was preserved in Sikh reference
library —Amritsar before 1984.

Part |
In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

1 Guru
1)) send gold

The sangat should come on Holi dressed with weapons and will be blessed. Do not give the
offerings for the Guru to anybody else. When you come bring it with you. Do not attend any
bereavement ceremony of any masand or their relations. Those who will accept the order of
the Guru, their wishes will be fulfilled. (14 lines)

Partll
In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru, that Guru will protect the sangat of the Patan Farid. Recite the
word Guru Guru and your life will prosperous. The Sangat is my Khalsa. Whatever share of
offerings you have for the Guru, keep it with you and don't give it to any masands. If a Sikh
is coming to see the Guru, then send it through him, otherwise keep it with you. When the
Guru’s order come, then send it by a hundi and | will be pleased. Send also 1 tola of gold by
hundi. Those Sikhs who will contribute will be blessed.

Dated 4th Magh 1757 B.K. (1700 A.D.—9 lines)

Observations:

1.  There is mention of a celebration of a festival of Hali confirming (referred to previous
letters, that in the Guru period 3 festivals viz., Diwali, Vaisakhi and Holi were
celebrated by the Sikhs.

2. The demand of gold was quite common and was frequently asked as an offering.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Naushera Punua regarding instructions
of sending 1 tola gold via Hundi and instructions that it should not be given
to any unauthorised person

dated Maghar 4 1757 B.K., 8" November 1700 A.D.

(preserved in Naushera Punua - district Amritsar)
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LETTER 17

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Naushera Punua regarding
instructions of sending 1 tola gold via Hundi and instructions that it should not be given to
any unauthorised person. The letter is dated Maghar 4 1757 BK,, (4“’ November 1700 A.D.)

This letter is preserved in Naushera Punua — district Amritsar.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh i

1 Guru
1)) send 1 tola of golid.

Collect donations (golak) at your own home. It is the order to the sangat to come and
celebrate Holi dressed with weapons.

Do not give share of Guru’s offerings to anybody else. Bring it when you come to meet the
Guru. Do not attend bereavement ceremony of masands or their relations. Those who obey
Guru'’s orders will be blessed.

(13 lines)

Part 1l

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

This is the order of the Guru to the sangat of Naushera, Guru will protect the sangat. Recite
the name of the Guru and the life will prosperous.
Sangat is my Khalsa. Whatever share of offerings you have for the Guru, keep it with you

and don't give it to any masands. If you come then bring it with you. Send in writing your
ardas. Send 1 tola gold by hundi. Those Sikhs who will contribute will be blessed. Sangat will
prosperous and | will be pleased.Dated 1757 B.K. 4th Magh (1700 A.D.—8 lines).

Observations:
1.  There is a first time mention of ‘golak’ in a devotee’s house.
2. There is again a mention of an order to the sangat to come dressed with weapons.

3. Sending money and gold by hundi seems to be a common practice. The word Khalsa
has also been repeatedly used.
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Hukamnama is addressed to Bhai Meher Chand regarding sending 1 tola gold
by hundi, not to mix with any massands and to come equipped with weapons.
dated 1758 B.K., 1701 A.D.
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LETTER 18

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Meher Chand regarding sending 1
tola gold by hundi, not to mix with any masands and to come equipped with weapons.

The letter is dated 1758 B.K., (1701 A.D.)

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

1Guru
Send 1)) gold

Part Il
In the handwriting of a calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru geo

It is an order of the Guru te Bhai Meher Chan Jat. Guru will protect you.

Recite the name Guru Guru and your life will prosperous. You are my Khalsa. Send (1) tola’s
gold as soon as possible by hundi.

Guru will bless you. Do not mix with masands or their supporters. If you meet any Sikh, then
love him and respect him. The Sikhs who come dressed with weapons will be blessed.
Whatever offerings you have for

Ardas, Golak and Daswand, bring it with you and do not give it to anyone else. Guru will be
pleased.

Date 10th Phagan 1758 B.K. {1701 A.D.—10 lines)

Observations:

1.  The letter is dated 1701 A.D. After 1699, all Khalsa were called Singh, whereas in this
letter Guru is calling Meher Chand as his Khalsa.

2. In this letter like many previous letters there is an order not to mix with masands as
well as their supporters.

3.  Again there is an order for the Sikhs to come dressed with weapons. In this letter
donations have been classified under ‘kar bhet’, ‘Ardas’, ‘Golak’, and ‘Daswand’.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Dasua regarding 1 % tola gold and not to
hand it over to any unauthorised person.

dated Maghar 4 1757 B.K, 3™ November 1700 A.D.

{preserved in Harimandir Sahib — Patna Bihar)

pg. 283



il
=

naafs dafs adtws dfo 3 381 &
vans wrze fyors 3@ war aa/

pg. 284



LETTER 19

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Dasua regarding 1 % tola
gold and not to hand it over to any unauthorised person. The letter is dated Maghar 4, 1757
B.K, (4" November 1700 A.D.) This letter is preserved in Harimandir Sahib — Patna Bihar.

Partl

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji
1 Guru

Send 1)) tola gold.

Do not give Guru’s share of offerings to anyone else. Whenever you come, bring it with you.
Do not attend the bereavement ceremonies of masands and their supporters. Those who
follow orders their wishes will be fulfilled. (14 lines). Sangat must come dressed with
weapons to celebrate Holi and all will be blessed. (11 lines)

Part i
In the handwriting of the calligrapher
Ek Ongkar Satguru Geo

This is the order of the Guru, the sangat of Patan Farid will be blessed by the Guru. Recite
Guru Guru and life will prosperous. All members of the sangat are my Khalsa. Whatever is
the share of offerings of the Guru, do not give it to any masand and keep it with yourself. If
a Sikh is coming to see the Guru, send it with him. Otherwise keep it with you. If and when
orders of the Guru come, then send it by a Hundi. Also 1)) tola gold. | will be pleased,
whosoever will contribute, will be blessed.

Dated 4th Magar 1757B.K. (1700 A.D.-9 lines).
Observations:
1. Itisimportant to note that here the whole sangat of Patan is addressed as Khalsa.
2.  Thedis-association and non corporation with masands is again
emphasised,.

3. It is again being emphasised that the sangat should come dressed with weapons.
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Hukamnama is addressed to Bhai Meher Chand Peshkar regarding a hundi
of 25 rupees and to come accompanied with weapons.

dated Fagan 10 1758 B.K., 6" February 1762 A.D.

{preserved in Ahia Ganj — Lucknow)
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LETTER 20

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Meher Chand Peshkar regarding a
hundi of 25 rupees and to come dressed with weapons. The letter is dated Fagan 10 1758
B.K., (6" February 1702 A.D.) This letter is preserved in Ahia Ganj — Lucknow.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

1 Guru
Send 25))

Whatever is the share of Guru’s offering, send it by hundi. (10 lines).

Part ll

In the handwriting of a calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru Geo

it is the order of the Guru to Bhai Meher Chand revenue Officer and scribe, is my Khalsa.
Guru will protect him. Recite Guru Guru. Send 25 rupees by hundi. You will be blessed. Do
not mix with masands and their supporters. Whatever is the share of the Guru’s offerings,
bring it yourself. If you meet a Sikh then respect him. It will give me pleasure. When you
come to visit me, come dressed with weapons.

Dated 10th Phagan 1758 B.K. (1701 A.D.—9 lines)

Observations:
1. The name or title of revenue officer and scribe has been used for the first time.

2.  The use of hundi’s to send money and gold seems to be a very popular method during
those periods.
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Hukamnama Is addressed to Bhal Meher Chand and Dharam Chand regarding
sending a hundi of 101 rupees and instructions not to mix with massands and

come fully accompanied with weapons.
dated Fagan 10 1758 B.K., 6" February 1702 A.D.
(preserved in Harimandir Sahib - Patna Bihar)
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LETTER 21

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Meher Chand and Dharam Chand
regarding sending a hundi of 101 rupees and instructions not to mix with massands and
come fully dressed with weapons. The letter is dated Phagan 10 1758 B.K,, (Enth February
1702 A.D.) This letter is preserved in Harimandir Sahib — Patna Bihar.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobhind Singh Ji
1 Guru

Send 100)

Part li

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru lJi

It is the order of the Guru to Mehr Chand, Dharam Chand and Karam Chand, Guru will
protect you, recite Guru Guru and your living will prosper. You are my Khalsa. It is a demand
for ‘hathi’, send Rs. 101 by hundi as fast as possible. Whatever is the share for Guru’s
offerings, bring it with you. Come dressed with weapons. Whosoever will come will be
blessed, his/her efforts will be blessed. Do not give to anyone else, the offering' you have
kept for the Guru. Do not have any relations with masands or their supporters. If you meet a
Sikh, honour and respect him. Do not overdo. This is my order. Dated 1758 BK (1701 A.D.)
10th of Phagun. 10 lines.

Observations:

1. The Guru has addressed Mehr Chand, Dharam Chand and Karam Chand as his

Khalsa.
2. The order is to send a fast ‘hundi’.
3. The order is also to come dressed with weapons.
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Hukamnama is addressed te Bhai Subhag Singh regarding an invitation 1o come

and join the Guru.
dated Asu Sudhi 91761 B.K., 1704 A.D.
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LETTER 22

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Subhag Singh regarding an invitation
to come and join the Guru. The letter is dated Asu Sudhi 9, 1761 B.K., (1704 A.D.)

Part |
In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Ek Ongkar
Satguru

Bhai Subhag Singh and the sangat, God will protect you all. Bring your offerings on Baisakhi.
Whosoever will come will prosper. It is an order to the Sangat that hand over your

collections to Subhag Singh. All will be good, follow the orders

Part Il
In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is an order to Sant Singh to kill Turks or die for the cause. Martyrdom is a crown for the
martyrs. Guru has given this duty to Sant Singh. Bahur Singh is the servant of the Guru and
is with him. It is good to note, the Guru has called him. Bahur Singh’s father has also served
the Guru and has given his life for the Guru, you, too, have helped me in the times of need.
Those who will accept Sant Singh, they are my Khalsa. | will be pleased with them.

My four sons, forty liberators (Muktas) and Sant Singh have, | sacrificed. This has happened

in Chamkaur and Sirhind. 1761 BK (1704 A.D.) 9th Sudi Asu.

Dying for the cause was a challenge in Chamkaur. Those who had obeyed the challenge
were being liberated. It is order of the Guru to recite Guru Guru. Guru is pleased. Say
Waheguru that is the truth.

Observations:
1. The letter recognises the martyrdom of four sahibzadas, 40 muktas and others

2. It is an order to engage in battle with Turks and die for a cause.
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Hukamnama is addressed to Bhai Bhachittar Singh and Uday Singh regarding
donations to be sent.
dated Katak 1 1761 B.X,, 1704 A.D.
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LETTER 23

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Bhachittar Singh and Uday Singh
regarding custody of collections.

The letter is dated Katak 1, 1761 B.K., (1704 A.D.)

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh ji
Here, the nishan and words of the Guru are defaced and are illegible.

Part Il

In the handwriting of the calligrapher
Ek Ongkar Satgur Prasad

It isorder of Satguru to Bhai Bachitar Singh ji, Bhai Udy Singh ji.

Bhai Anik Singh ji, Bhai Ajab Singh ji, Bhai Ajaib Singh ji, Naik Mai Das, Voi, Mani Singh,
Waheguru will protect the faith. You all are my sons and family members. | am pleased with
you. Whatever amount has been collected give to them, it will reach me. They are my sons

and family members. This is time of ‘Sewa’. Whosoever will serve will be accepted in the
next world.

Waheguru will protect you.

1761 BK {1704 A.D.), 1st of Kartik.
Observations:

1.  This hukamnama refers to Bhai Mani Singh, a contemporary of Guru Gobind Singh and
the scribe of the second version of Guru Granth Sahib.

2. The date of the hukamnam has been written with a different pen.

3. The Guru has called the sons of Bhai Mani Singh as his own family members.
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Hukamnama is addressed to the sangat of Pirag (Pryag Allahabad)] regarding sending
5 tola gold via hundi and instructions not to give it to any unauthorised persons

and it come equipped with weapons.

dated Phagan 10 1758 B.K., 6™ February 1702 A.D,

{preserved in Ahia Ganj - Lucknow)
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LETTER 24

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Pirag (Pryag Allahabad)
regarding sending 5 tola gold via hundi and instructions not to give it to any unauthorised
persons and to come equipped with weapons.The letter is dated Phagan 10 1758 B.K., (6™
February 1702 A.D.) This letter is preserved in Ahia Ganj — Lucknow.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh ji

1 Guru
Send (5)

Part 1|

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru that the sangat of Pirag (Paryag) is my Khalsa and the Guru will
protect all. Recite Guru Guru and the life will prosper. Send 5 tola gold by fast hundi. All will
be blessed. Do not socialise with masands and their supporters. Whatever collections, you
have, do not handover to any one, bring it personally with you. Any Sikh you meet, honour
him and treat him with respect. | am pleased. Develop love amongst yourself. Come to see
me dressed with weapons. Those who come for ‘darshan’ will be blessed. Date 10 phagan,
1758 BK (1701 A.D.)

Observations:
1. The letter is addressed to the sangat (Khalsa) of Allahabad.

2. There is an instruction to live in harmony.

3. There is also an instruction of not to socialise with masands and their touts.
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Hukamnama addressed to sangat of Naushera Punua regarding the instruction not
to mix with massands and to send a hundi of 1 tola gold.

dated Fagan 10 1758 B.K., 6" February 1702 A.D.

(preserved in the village of Naushera Punua - district Amritsar}
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LETTER 25

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Naushera Punua regarding
the instruction not to mix with massands and to send a hundi of 1 tola gold. The letter is
dated Phagun 10, 1758 B.K., (6" February 1702 A.D.) This letter is preserved in the village of
Naushera Punua — district Amritsar.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

1 Guru
Send 1))

Part |l

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru that the Guru will protect the sangat of Naushera, recite Guru
Guru and life will prosper. All sangat is my Khalsa. Send 1)} tola gold by fast tract hundi. You
will be blessed. Do not socialise with masands and their touts.. Sikhs, who will come to me
dressed with weapons, will be blessed. Those Sikhs, who come to you, welcome them and
respect them. Love each other. 1758BK, (1701 A.D.), 10th of Phagun. 10 lines.

Observations:
1. Naushara refers to village Naushera punua, district Amritsar

2. Instructions are to live in harmony and welcome other Sikhs

3. Again the instructions are not to socialise with masands and their touts or associates.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Cholae (Maja) regarding demand hundi
of 20 rupees and to come equipped with weapons.

dated Chet 6 1762 B.X., 4" March 1706 A.D.

(preserved in the village of Naushera Punua — district Amritsar)
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LETTER 26

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Cholae (Maja) regarding
hundi of 20 rupees and to come equipped with weapons. The letter is dated Chet 6 1762
B.K., (4‘?‘ March 1706 A.D.) This letter is preserved in the village of Naushera Punua — district
Amritsar.

Part |

in the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

1 Guru
Send 20)

Send it by hundi and courier it to the Guru.

Partli

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Waheguru ji ki Fateh

it is the order of the Guru that the sangat of Chola is my Khalsa. Guru will protect you.
Recite the name of Guru, the life will prosperous. Send 1)) tola gold and Rs. 20. It is required
by the Sikhs. All will be blessed. The Sikh who comes to see the Guru should come dressed
with weapons. Guru will fulfil all wishes. Sangat is my dwelling. | am pleased. 1762 BK,
(1705 A.D.)6th Chet. (11 lines).

Observations:
1. The advice to send Rs. 20,000 is clearly marked for the necessities of the Sikhs.

2. The date of the hukamnama confirms that it is written from Anandpur Sahib.

3. There is a mention of engaging a courier to despatch the hundi.
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Hukamnama is addressed to Nabi Khan and Ghani Khan regarding the help they
gave to the Guru to escape from forest of Machivara.
dated 1762 B.X., 1705 A.D.
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LETTER 27

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to to Nabi Khan and Ghani Khan regarding

the help they gave to the Guru to escape from the forest of Machivara. The letter is dated
1762 B.K., 1705 A.D.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

The words of Guru Gobind Singh Ji have been defaced and are not readable.

Part Il

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Sri Satguru Geo

It is the order of the Guru that Ghani Khan and Nabi Khan are like my sons.

They have helped me. The Sikhs who will serve them will be blessed. My hand will always be
on their head. The Sikhs who will serve them, will serve me.

Dated 1762 B.K. {1705 A.D.)

Observations:

1.  The letter relates to Ghani Khan and Nabi Khan who helped Guru Gobind Singh to
escape from Machvara.

2. The date 1762 B.K. is correct though it has been tried to be altered to 1761 B.K.
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Hukamnama is addressed to Brar’s and sangat of Bhai Rupa regarding joining
the Guru to march towards Dakhan (South).

dated Katak 20 1763 B.K., 21" October 1706 A.D.

(preserved in the village of Bhai Rupa)
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LETTER 28

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Brars and sangat of Bhai Rupa regarding
joining the Guru to march towards Dakhan (South).

The letter is dated Katak 20 1763 B.K., (21* October 1706 A.D.)

This letter is preserved in the village of Bhai Rupa.

Part |
In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Send four bulls.

Part Il

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Sri Satguru Ji

It is the order of the Guru that the sangat of Brars will be protected by the Guru. Recite Guru
Guru and life will prosperous. Send the list of items immediately, one healthy bull - Theraaj
Singh, one healthy bull - Bhai Bulaki Singh, one heaithy bull - Bhai Baaj Singh, one healthy
bull - Bhai Dharam Singh of Rupa. Guru will look after the sangat of the village of Brars. Send
the four healthy bulls on seeing this order. | am pleased with you. | have marched towards
south. Those Sikhs, who want to go with me, should come immediately and join me. | am
pleased with you all and Guru will protect you.

Dated 1763 B.K. 20th of Kartik (1706 A.D.—9 lines).

Observations:

1. The letter is written when Guru Gobind Singh was marching towards South with
Bahadur Shah.

2.  The village of Rupa is in the district of Batinda.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Thaul! regarding the Guru’s approach
to Kalhoor and instructions to the Khalsa to come equipped with weapons.

dated Katak 1 1764 B.K., 2™ October 1707 A.D.
(preserved in village of Nashaura Punua - district Amritsar)
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LETTER 29

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Thaul regarding the Guru’s
approach to Kalhoor and instructions to the Khalsa to come equipped with weapons. The
letter is dated Katak 1, 1764 B.K., (2" October 1707 A.D.) This letter is preserved in village of
Nashaura Punua —district Amritsar.

Part |

Iin the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji
The wordings of Guru’s letter are not readable.

Partll

In the handwriting of the calligrapher
Ek Ongkar Satguru Ji

The sangat of Dhaul is my Khalsa. Guru will protect you. Recite Guru Guru and life will
prosperous. There is a reward of a ‘siropa’ and Rs.60, 000 worth of jewellery. All works of
Guru are fulfilled. We will be coming in a few days. It is my order to the Khalsa that live in
harmony.

When i come to Kalhoor then Khalsa should come dressed with weapons. Send by hundi 2))
tola gold and 40 Rupees by hundi. Send the masands and if he is reluctant to come then
send through a courier from the sangat.

Dated 1764 B.K. 1st of Kartik(1707 A.D.)

Observations:
1.  There is mention of ‘siropa’ and jewellery worth of 60,000 rupees.

2.  The date of the letter refers to the period when Guru was going to south with
Emperor Bahadur Shah.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Khara regarding Guru’s meeting with
Emperor Bahadur Sha and invitation to the Khalsa to come and join him.
dated Katak 1 1764 B.K., 2" October 1707 A.D.

(preserved with decendants of Bhai Bhano in Braut — Uttar Pradesh)
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LETTER 30

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Khara regarding Guru’s
meeting with Emperor Bahadur Shah and invitation to the Khalsa to come and join him.

The letter is dated Katak 1 1764 B.K., (2" October 1707 A.D.)

This letter is preserved with the decendant’s of Bhai Bhano in Braut — Uttar Pradesh.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

1))

Part

In the handwriting of the calligrapher
Ek Ongkar Satguru Ji

It is the order of the Guru that the sangat of Khara will be protected by the Guru. Sangat is
my Khalsa. Recite Guru Guru and life will prosperous.

There is a reward of a ‘siropa’ and Rs.60, 000 worth of jewellery. All works of Guru are
completed with grace. We will be coming in a few days. It is my order to the Khalsa that live
in harmony.

When | come to Kalhoor then Khalsa should come dressed with weapons. Send by hundi 1))
tola gold and 20 Rupees. Don't give shelter to masands and send hundi by another courier.

Observations:

1. There is no date at the end of the letter, though dates are written at the top right
hand side of the letter.

2. The date and the year are the same as the last letter. Though this time it is addressed
to the sangat of Khara.

3. There is also an order not to give any shelter or refuge to masands.
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Hukamnama is addressed to the sangat of Benaras regarding handing over
40 rupees to Bhai Kirpa Singh.

dated Fagan 6 1764 B.K., 3" February 1708 A.D.

(preserved in Gurudwara Bari Sangat — Benaras)
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LETTER 31

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the the sangat of Benaras regarding
handing over 40 rupees to Bhai Kirpa Singh. The letter is dated Phagan 6, 1764 B.K., (3"
February 1708 A.D.) This letter is preserved in Gurudwara Bari Sangat — Benaras.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

We have given Rs.40 to Kirpa Singh.

Part il

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru that the sangat of Benaras is the Khalsa of Waheguru. The Guru
will protect. Recite Guru Guru and the life will prosperous. | have kept aside out Rs.40 for

Kirpa Singh. Sangat should go to his place and give it to him. Do not delay. Your wishes will
be fulfilled. | am pleased.

Dated 6th Phagan 1764 B.K. ( 1708 A.D.—7 lines).

Observations:
1. The letter is again written by the Guru en-route to south.

2. It is a very short letter of 7 lines only.
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Hukamnama is addressed to Bhal Dhanraj Mehta Sindhi regarding an invitation
to come to Anandpur Sahib and bring the canons with them. {not dated)
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LETTER 32

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to Bhai Dhanraj Mehta Sindhi regarding an
invitation to come to Anandpur Sahib and bring the canons with them. This letter is not
dated.

Part |

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh li

Ek Ongkar Satguru

Bhai Dhanraj and all sangat. Guru will protect you. Bring your offerings to Anandpur and you
will be blessed. Bring two canons and you will be blessed.

Part Il

In the handwriting of the calligrapher

Ek Ongkar Satguru

It is the order of the Guru to Bhai Dhanraj and the sangat, Guru will protect you. Bring your
offerings to Anandpur. Bring two canons and you will be blessed.

Observations:
1.  This letter is preserved with the decendants of Bhai Dhanraj Mehta.

2. Thereis also a couplet written which is believed to be of Guru Gobind Singh Ji. Couplet
reads: Bhai Dhana Dan Dhum (you are great) Dhan tumara Vansh (Great is your
generation).

Humne toh santan hai, thapi apni ans.
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Hukamnama is addressed to sangat of Purbi Patna regarding some donations
in money to be sent as soon as possible.
dated 1765 B.K., 1708 A.D.
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LETTER 33

This letter was written by Guru Gobind Singh Ji to the sangat of Eastern Patna regarding
some donations to be sent as soon as possible. The letter is dated 21 Sawan 1765 B.K,,
(1708 A.D.)

Part|

In the handwriting of Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Give 2)) bundles to Chaman.

Part i

in the handwriting of the calligrapher

It is the order of the Guru to the sangat of Eastern Patna, they are the Khalsa of Waheguru.
Guru will protect them. Recite Guru Guru and life will prosperous. We have earmarked 2))
bundles for Chaman. Sangat should give it to him without delay. Wishes of the sangat will be
fulfilled.

Dated 21 Sawan 1765B.K. (1708 A.D.—7 lines).

Observations:

1. The letter refers to the period when Guru Gobind Singh Ji was going towards south
with Emperor Bahadur Shah.

2. ltis another short letter with an order to the sangat to deliver 2)) bundles to Chaman.
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